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SUBPART A:  STANDARDS FOR ENDORSEMENTS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION 

 
Section 26.100  Purpose and Effective Dates of Standards in Subpart A 
 
Beginning September 1, 2019, the provisions of Sections 26.120, 26.130 and 26.240 are replaced 
by Sections 26.125, 26.135 and 26.245 as the standards that, together with the standards set forth 
in Standards for All Illinois Teachers (23 Ill. Adm. Code 24) and the standards in this Subpart A, 
shall apply to the issuance of endorsements in early childhood education on professional 
educator licenses pursuant to Article 21B of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21B].  The 
standards set forth in this Subpart A shall apply both to candidates for an endorsement in early 
childhood education and to the programs that prepare them.   
 

a) Approval of any teacher preparation program or course of study in early 
childhood education pursuant to the State Board's rules for Educator Licensure 
(23 Ill. Adm. Code 25, Subpart C) shall be based on the congruence of that 
program's or course's content with the standards identified in this Subpart A. 

 
b) The examinations required for issuance of an endorsement in early childhood 

education shall be based on the standards identified in this Subpart A. 
 

c) Beginning September 1, 2017, no candidate shall be admitted to a program that 
has not shown alignment to the standards set forth in Sections 26.125, 26.135 and 
26.245.  Any candidate who is enrolled in an early childhood education program 
aligned to the standards set forth in Sections 26.120, 26.130 and 26.240 shall 
complete the program on or before September 1, 2019 and have the early 
childhood education endorsement issued by September 1, 2020. 

 
(Source:  Amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 2413, effective February 2, 2015) 
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Section 26.110  Curriculum:  General 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands and demonstrates the central concepts, tools 
of inquiry, and structures of the content areas and creates and integrates meaningful learning 
experiences that develop children's competence across all developmental areas and content areas. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators –  The competent early childhood teacher: 
 

1) demonstrates current knowledge of integrated learning experiences for 
children from birth through grade three and understands the central 
concepts and tools of inquiry in each of the following content areas:  
language and literacy (English language arts); mathematics; science; 
health, safety, nutrition and movement (physical development and health); 
art, music and drama (fine arts); and social science; 

 
2) understands conceptually sound and meaningful curriculum for children 

from birth through grade 2; and 
 
3) demonstrates an understanding of current research, best practice and 

professional standards. 
 

b) Performance Indicators –  The competent early childhood teacher: 
 

1) plans, implements and evaluates integrated, conceptually sound, 
meaningful learning experiences for children from birth through grade 2; 
and 

 
2) structures a variety of learning experiences that reflect the standards set 

forth in this Subpart A. 
 

c) National Standards 
 

Each early childhood preparation program shall align to "2010 NAEYC Standards 
for Initial and Advanced Early Childhood Professional Preparation Programs" 
(2010) published by the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children, 1313 L Street, Suite 500, Washington DC 20005 and posted at 
http://www.naeyc.org/ncate/standards.  (No later amendments to or editions of 
these standards are incorporated.) 
 
1) Recognized institutions seeking initial approval for early childhood 

education preparation programs on or after January 1, 2015 shall align to 
the standards set forth in this subsection (c).  
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2) Early childhood education preparation programs approved prior to January 
1, 2015 shall meet the standards set forth in this subsection (c) no later 
than September 1, 2019. 

 
(Source:  Amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 2413, effective February 2, 2015) 
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Section 26.120  Curriculum:  English Language Arts Standards Through August 31, 2019 
�
7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU�GHPRQVWUDWHV�SURILFLHQF\�LQ�WKH�XVH�RI�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�
(QJOLVK��XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWHV�LGHDV��LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQ�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��
VSHDNLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ��DQG�SURPRWHV�WKH�DELOLWLHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�ELUWK�WKURXJK�JUDGH���DV�WKH\�
DSSO\�ODQJXDJH�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�VNLOOV�WR�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�JHQUHV��FRQFHSWV�DQG�VLWXDWLRQV��
�

D�� .QRZOHGJH�,QGLFDWRUV�– �7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

��� XQGHUVWDQGV�YRFDEXODU\�DQG�ZRUG�DQDO\VLV�VNLOOV�WKDW�SURPRWH�
FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�PHDQLQJ�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRQWH[WV��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�YDULRXV�ODQJXDJH�FRPSRQHQWV�LQ�OLWHUDF\�GHYHORSPHQW���

SKRQHPHV��VRXQGV�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH���PRUSKHPHV��ZRUGV�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO�
SDUWV�RI�ZRUGV���VHPDQWLFV��PHDQLQJ���DQG�V\QWD[��VHQWHQFH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�
SDUWV�RI�VSHHFK���DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�SUDJPDWLF�DVSHFW�RI�ODQJXDJH��KRZ�
ODQJXDJH�ZRUNV�LQ�VRFLDO�FRQWH[WV���

�
��� GHPRQVWUDWHV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�YDULHW\�RI�PDWHULDOV�IRU�SURPRWLQJ�OLWHUDF\��

LQFOXGLQJ�YDULRXV�JHQUHV�DQG�DXWKRUV�RI�FKLOGUHQ¶V�OLWHUDWXUH��WUDGH�ERRNV�
�ILFWLRQ�DQG�QRQILFWLRQ���ERRNV�GHVLJQHG�IRU�EHJLQQLQJ�UHDGHUV��³ELJ�
ERRNV´��DQWKRORJLHV��QHZVSDSHUV�DQG�PDJD]LQHV��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�D�YDULHW\�RI�DJH�DSSURSULDWH�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�UHDGLQJ�

DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�IRVWHU�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWKLQ�DQG�DPRQJ�
WKH�IRXU�ODQJXDJH�DUWV��OLVWHQLQJ��VSHDNLQJ��UHDGLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ���LQFOXGLQJ�
VKDUHG��JXLGHG�DQG�LQWHUDFWLYH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�RUDO�ODQJXDJH��ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�

WKH�EDVLF�FRQFHSWV�RI�SULQW��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�XVH�RI�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQV�LQYROYHG�LQ�YDULRXV�

IRUPV�RI�ZULWLQJ��VXFK�DV�VWRULHV��OHWWHUV��MRXUQDOV�DQG�SRHWU\��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�VNLOOV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�OLVWHQLQJ�DQG�VSHDNLQJ�IRU�

YDULRXV�SXUSRVHV��GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��WKH�DELOLW\�WR�DVN�DQG�
UHVSRQG�WR�TXHVWLRQV��DQG�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�GLIIHUHQW�OLWHUDU\�DQG�
VRFLDO�FRQWH[WV��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�KRZ�WR�ORFDWH��RUJDQL]H�DQG�XVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�YDULRXV�

VRXUFHV�WR�DQVZHU�TXHVWLRQV��VROYH�SUREOHPV�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�LGHDV��DQG�
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�FKLOGUHQ¶V�DELOLWLHV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LGHDV�WKURXJK�WHFKQRORJ\��
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�
E�� 3HUIRUPDQFH�,QGLFDWRUV�– �7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

��� XVHV�YRFDEXODU\�DQG�ZRUG�DQDO\VLV�VNLOOV�WKDW�SURPRWH�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�RI�
PHDQLQJ�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRQWH[WV��

�
��� SURPRWHV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�YDULRXV�ODQJXDJH�FRPSRQHQWV�LQ�OLWHUDF\�

GHYHORSPHQW��
�
��� LGHQWLILHV��HYDOXDWHV��DQG�XVHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�PDWHULDOV�IRU�SURPRWLQJ�OLWHUDF\��

LQFOXGLQJ�YDULRXV�JHQUHV�DQG�DXWKRUV�RI�FKLOGUHQ¶V�OLWHUDWXUH��WUDGH�ERRNV�
�ILFWLRQ�DQG�QRQILFWLRQ���ERRNV�GHVLJQHG�IRU�EHJLQQLQJ�UHDGHUV��³ELJ�
ERRNV´��DQWKRORJLHV��QHZVSDSHUV�DQG�PDJD]LQHV��

�
��� DSSOLHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�DJH�DSSURSULDWH�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�

OLVWHQLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�DQG�IRVWHU�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWKLQ�DQG�DPRQJ�WKH�
IRXU�ODQJXDJH�DUWV��LQFOXGLQJ�VKDUHG��JXLGHG�DQG�LQWHUDFWLYH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�
ZULWLQJ���

�
��� DVVLVWV�VWXGHQWV�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�EDVLF�FRQFHSWV�RI�SULQW�XVLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�EDVHG�

RQ�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH��
�
��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�XVH��ZULWLQJ�FRQYHQWLRQV�LQYROYHG�LQ�

YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI�ZULWLQJ��VXFK�DV�VWRULHV��OHWWHUV��MRXUQDOV�DQG�SRHWU\���
�
��� IDFLOLWDWHV�VNLOOV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�OLVWHQLQJ�DQG�VSHDNLQJ�IRU�

YDULRXV�SXUSRVHV��GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��WKH�DELOLW\�WR�DVN�DQG�
UHVSRQG�WR�TXHVWLRQV��DQG�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�GLIIHUHQW�OLWHUDU\�DQG�
VRFLDO�FRQWH[WV��

�
��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ORFDWH��RUJDQL]H�DQG�XVH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

IURP�YDULRXV�VRXUFHV�WR�DQVZHU�TXHVWLRQV��VROYH�SUREOHPV�DQG�
FRPPXQLFDWH�LGHDV��DQG�

�
��� SURPRWHV�FKLOGUHQ¶V�DELOLWLHV�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LGHDV�WKURXJK�WHFKQRORJ\��

�
�6RXUFH���$PHQGHG�DW����,OO��5HJ��������HIIHFWLYH�)HEUXDU\����������
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Section 26.125  Curriculum:  English Language Arts Standards Beginning September 1, 
2019 
�
(DFK�WHDFKHU�KROGLQJ�DQ�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�HGXFDWLRQ�HQGRUVHPHQW�VKDOO�SRVVHVV�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
VNLOOV�DUWLFXODWHG�LQ�WKLV�6HFWLRQ��
�

D�� )RXQGDWLRQDO�.QRZOHGJH�
�

��� /DQJXDJH�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�HGXFDWLRQ�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� DSSOLHV�PDMRU�WKHRULHV��VWDJHV�DQG�SURFHVVHV�RI�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�

ODQJXDJH�DFTXLVLWLRQ��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
VRFLDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ��FXOWXUH��SOD\��HPHUJHQFH�RI�VRFLDO�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�
WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�ODQJXDJH�GHYHORSPHQW�
GXULQJ�WKH�HDUO\�\HDUV����

�
%�� DSSOLHV�WKH�QDWXUH��GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLYH�UROH�RI�YDULRXV�

IHDWXUHV�RI�ODQJXDJH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�IRXU�FXLQJ�V\VWHPV�RI�
JUDSKRSKRQHPLF��V\QWDFWLF��VHPDQWLF�DQG�SUDJPDWLF��LQ�WKH�
ODQJXDJH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ��

�
&�� GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SOD\�DV�WKH�FRJQLWLYH�DQG�VRFLDO�

EDVLV�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SKRQHPLF��VHPDQWLF�DQG�SUDJPDWLF�
NQRZOHGJH�DFURVV�ODQJXDJHV�LQ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��

�
'�� VXSSRUWV�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�KRPH��WKH�ILUVW��ODQJXDJH�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�WR�

UHDG�DQG�ZULWH�LQ�D�VHFRQG�ODQJXDJH��
�
(�� DSSOLHV�WKH�WKHRULHV��SULQFLSOHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�RI�HPHUJHQW�OLWHUDF\��

LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�VSHDNLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�DQG�WKHLU�
UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQWDO�SURFHVV�RI�UHDGLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�
DFTXLVLWLRQ��

�
)�� UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�VHTXHQFH�RI�VWDJHV�LQ�ODQJXDJH��UHDGLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�

GHYHORSPHQW�IURP�ELUWK�WKURXJK�JUDGH���XVLQJ�VXSSRUWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�
IURP�WKHRU\�DQG�UHVHDUFK��DQG�DFNQRZOHGJHV�LQGLYLGXDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�
DPRQJ�FKLOGUHQ�SURJUHVVLQJ�WKURXJK�WKRVH�VWDJHV��$SSOLHV�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SDUWLFXODULWLHV�RI�WKHVH�SURFHVVHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�
ZKRVH�ILUVW�ODQJXDJH�LV�RWKHU�WKDQ�(QJOLVK��

�
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*�� XWLOL]HV�VRFLDO�GLVFRXUVH�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ��
DUJXPHQWDWLRQ�DQG�DQDO\VLV��

�
+�� DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�UROH�RI�ILQH�PRWRU�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�FKLOGUHQ
V�

HPHUJHQW�OLWHUDF\��VSHFLILFDOO\�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�IRUP�OHWWHUV�DQG�ZRUGV�
WKURXJK�D�YDULHW\�RI�PHGLD��

�
,�� SURYLGHV�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�FRQWHQW�VSHFLILF�YRFDEXODU\�DQG�

GHFRQWH[WXDOL]HG�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�GHYHORS�FKLOGUHQ
V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
FRQFHSWV��FRQWHQW��VNLOOV�DQG�SURFHVVHV��

�
-�� DSSOLHV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�

ODQJXDJH�FRQWHQW�VSHFLILF�YRFDEXODU\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�ZKRVH�ILUVW�
ODQJXDJH�LV�RWKHU�WKDQ�(QJOLVK��

�
.�� SURYLGHV�H[SHULHQFHV�H[SOLFLWO\�GHVLJQHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�

DFTXLVLWLRQ�RI�DFDGHPLF�GHFRQWH[WXDOL]HG�ODQJXDJH�DQG�(QJOLVK�
YRFDEXODU\�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�ZKRVH�ILUVW�ODQJXDJH�LV�QRW�(QJOLVK��

�
/�� PRGHOV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ
V�XVH�RI�FRQYHQWLRQV�RI�JUDPPDU�DQG�

ODQJXDJH�RI�ZLGHU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��DQG�
��
0�� VXSSRUWV�ELOLQJXDO�FKLOGUHQ
V�DZDUHQHVV�RI�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�

FRPPRQDOLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQV�RI�JUDPPDU�DQG�ODQJXDJH�
RI�(QJOLVK�DQG�WKDW�RI�WKH�KRPH�ODQJXDJH��

�
��� $OSKDEHWLF�&RGH�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� PRGHOV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SKRQRORJLFDO�DZDUHQHVV�

�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�SKRQHPHV�DQG�WKH�VRXQG�VWUXFWXUH�RI�ZRUGV��
LQFOXGLQJ�UK\PLQJ�ZRUGV��LQLWLDO��PLGGOH�DQG�HQGLQJ�VRXQGV��
V\OODEOHV��DQG�RQVHWV�DQG�ULPHV��DQG�LWV�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�UHDGLQJ�DQG�
ZULWLQJ�SURILFLHQF\��

�
%�� VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ
V�GHYHORSLQJ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�RUWKRJUDSKLF�

SKRQRORJLFDO�V\VWHP��LQFOXGLQJ�VRXQG�OHWWHU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�
FRPPRQ�(QJOLVK�VSHOOLQJ�SDWWHUQV�DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�
SURQXQFLDWLRQ DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDO�VSHOOLQJ��

�
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&�� VXSSRUWV�ELOLQJXDO�FKLOGUHQ
V�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG�
FRPPRQDOLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�RUWKRJUDSKLF�SKRQRORJLFDO�V\VWHPV�RI�
(QJOLVK�DQG�WKH�KRPH�ODQJXDJH��DQG�

�
'�� VXSSRUWV�VWUXFWXUDO�DQDO\VLV��H�J���V\OODELFDWLRQ��DIIL[HV��URRW�ZRUGV��

IRU�GHFRGLQJ�XQNQRZQ�ZRUGV�LQ�ODQJXDJH�H[SHULHQFHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ� 
�

��� 7H[W�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

$�� VXSSRUWV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�QDUUDWLYHV�LQ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ
V�VSRNHQ�
ODQJXDJH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�QDUUDWLYH�VWUXFWXUH��

�
%�� VXSSRUWV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WH[W�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�HPHUJHQW�UHDGLQJ�

EHKDYLRUV�LQ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ��LQFOXGLQJ�FRQFHSWV�RI�SULQW��ERRN�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�QDUUDWLYH�VWUXFWXUH�HYLGHQFHG�LQ�SLFWXUH�UHDGLQJ��
VWRU\�WHOOLQJ�DQG�UHWHOOLQJ�RI�WKH�VWRU\��

�
&�� XVHV��UHDG�DORXGV��DQG�VKDUHG�UHDGLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�WR�VXSSRUW�

HPHUJLQJ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDF\��DQG�RQJRLQJ�OLWHUDF\�GHYHORSPHQW��
�
'�� DFNQRZOHGJHV�DQG�XVHV�WKH�TXDQWLWDWLYH��TXDOLWDWLYH�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�

IDFWRUV�WKDW�DIIHFW�WH[W�FRPSOH[LW\��LQFOXGLQJ�KRZ�WR�HVWLPDWH�
GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�OHYHOV�RI�WH[W��

�
(�� XVHV�WH[WV�WKDW�HQJDJH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUHV��

OLWHUDU\�GHYLFHV��UKHWRULFDO�IHDWXUHV��WH[W�IHDWXUHV�DQG�JUDSKLFV�
FRPPRQO\�XVHG�LQ�OLWHUDU\�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[WV��

�
)�� XVHV�WH[WV�WKDW�HQJDJH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�YDULRXV�

JHQUH�RU�IRUPV�RI�OLWHUDU\�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��
�
*�� XVHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�WH[WXDO�DQG�DXWKHQWLF�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�

GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�WKDW�PHHWV�WKH�QHHGV�RI�DOO�OHDUQHUV��
�
+�� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�UROH��SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�SXUSRVH�RI�WH[W�LQ�DOO�FRQWHQW�

DUHDV��DQG�
�
,�� VXSSRUWV�WKH�WUDQVIHUHQFH�RI�WH[W�FRPSHWHQFLHV�IURP�WKH�KRPH�

ODQJXDJH�WR�(QJOLVK�IRU�ELOLQJXDO�FKLOGUHQ��
�

E�� 7KH�/DQJXDJH�DQG�/LWHUDF\�&XUULFXOXP�
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�
7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�XVHV�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�DQG�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�

SUDFWLFHV�WR�SODQ��HYDOXDWH�DQG�PRGLI\�LQVWUXFWLRQ��H�J���XVH�RI�DSSURSULDWH�
UHVHDUFK�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�HIIHFWLYH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�SUDFWLFHV���

�
��� NQRZV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQWDO�VHTXHQFH�RI�ODQJXDJH�DFTXLVLWLRQ�DQG�HPHUJHQW�

OLWHUDF\�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�VNLOOV��DORQJ�ZLWK�DJH�OHYHO�RU�JUDGH�OHYHO�
EHQFKPDUNV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�XWLOL]HV�WKHP�LQ�FODVVURRP�SUDFWLFH��

�
��� GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�ODQJXDJH�LV�DFTXLUHG�WKURXJK�VRFLDO�

LQWHUDFWLRQ�DQG�WKDW�VRFLDO�GLVFRXUVH��LQ�VSRNHQ�DQG�ZULWWHQ�IRUPDWV��
XQGHUOLHV�DOO�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�OLWHUDF\����

�
��� LQFRUSRUDWHV�WKH�,OOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�6WDQGDUGV�±�

&KLOGUHQ�$JH���WR�.LQGHUJDUWHQ�(QUROOPHQW�$JH�VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��
&RGH�����$SSHQGL[�$��WKH�,OOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�*XLGHOLQHV�±�&KLOGUHQ�
IURP�%LUWK�WR�$JH���VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��&RGH�����$SSHQGL[�&��DQG�
WKH�,OOLQRLV�/HDUQLQJ�6WDQGDUGV�IRU�(QJOLVK�/DQJXDJH�$UWV�DQG�/LWHUDF\�LQ�
+LVWRU\�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV��6FLHQFH��DQG�7HFKQLFDO�6XEMHFWV�VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��
$GP��&RGH���$SSHQGL[�'��LQFOXGLQJ�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�SURJUHVVLRQV�
DQG�WKH�LQWHUFRQQHFWLRQV�DPRQJ�WKH�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�VNLOOV��

�
��� HYDOXDWHV�WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�FXUULFXOXP�WKDW�GHYHORSV�

FKLOGUHQ
V�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDF\�VNLOOV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV��DQG�HQVXUHV�WKDW�
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�JRDOV�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�DUH�PHW��

�
��� FUHDWHV�D�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�ODQJXDJH��DQG�OLWHUDF\�ULFK�

FODVVURRP�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�LQFRUSRUDWHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��H[SHULHQFHV��
URXWLQHV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�OLWHUDF\��

�
��� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�ZLOO�EXLOG�IRXQGDWLRQDO�

OLWHUDF\�VNLOOV��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�XVHV�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�KDYH�

EHHQ�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WR�EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�GLIIHUHQWLDWLQJ�
LQVWUXFWLRQ�IRU�DOO�OHDUQHUV��

�
��� EXLOGV�XSRQ�FKLOGUHQ
V�VNLOOV�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�WR�GHYHORS�ODQJXDJH�

DQG�OLWHUDF\�VNLOOV�WKDW�DUH�WUDQVIHUDEOH�WR�(QJOLVK��
�
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���� XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�XVHV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�ILUVW�DQG�VHFRQG�ODQJXDJH�
DQG�OLWHUDF\�GHYHORSPHQW�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDF\�
VNLOOV�IURP�WKH�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�WR�(QJOLVK��DQG�

�
���� XWLOL]HV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�OLWHUDF\�DVVHVVPHQWV�

�H�J���LQIRUPDO��REVHUYDWLRQDO��SHUIRUPDQFH�EDVHG��VWDQGDUGL]HG��GLDJQRVWLF�
PHDVXUHV��XQLYHUVDO�VFUHHQLQJ��FXUULFXOXP�EDVHG�DQG�SURJUHVV�
PRQLWRULQJ���UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKHLU�SXUSRVHV��VWUHQJWKV�DQG�OLPLWDWLRQV��

�
F�� 8VLQJ�5HVHDUFK�EDVHG�,QVWUXFWLRQDO�$SSURDFKHV�
�

��� &XUUHQW�5HVHDUFK�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� FULWLFDOO\�UHYLHZV�FXUUHQW�UHVHDUFK�LQ�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�DUWV��DQG�
�
%�� DSSOLHV�UHVHDUFK�WR�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�SUDFWLFH�DV�DSSURSULDWH���
�

��� 'HFRGLQJ�DQG�)OXHQF\�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� XVHV�D�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH��EDODQFHG�OLWHUDF\�IUDPHZRUN��

VXFK�DV��UHDG�DORXGV���JXLGHG�UHDGLQJ��FHQWHUV��DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�
UHDGLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ���

�
%�� V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�DXWKHQWLF�

IXQFWLRQV�RI�SULQW�WR�GHYHORS�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�EXLOG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
FRQFHSWV�RI�SULQW�DQG�WH[W��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�XVH�RI�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�DQG�
JUDSKLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��WKH�XVH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�JUDSKHPHV�
DQG�JUDSKHPH�SDWWHUQV��DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�GLUHFWLRQDOLW\�RI�SULQW�LQ�
D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�JUDSKLF�DQG�WH[WXDO�IRUPDWV��

�
&�� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�DQG�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�HQJDJHV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�

GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�XVH�RI�RUDO�ODQJXDJH��SOD\�DQG�H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�
ODQJXDJH��

�
'�� XWLOL]HV�SKRQRORJLFDOO\�VLJQLILFDQW�WH[W�WR�EXLOG�FKLOGUHQ
V�

NQRZOHGJH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�SKRQRORJLFDO�DVSHFWV�RI�
ODQJXDJH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�SDWWHUQV�RI�VRXQGV�DQG�VHJPHQWDWLRQ�LQ�DQG�
EOHQGLQJ�RI�VSHHFK�DW�WKH�ZRUG��V\OODEOH�DQG�SKRQHPH�OHYHOV��

�
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(�� HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WH[WXDO�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�SURYLGH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
IRU�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�VRXQG�V\PERO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DW�WKH�ZRUG��V\OODEOH�
DQG�SKRQHPH�OHYHOV��

�
)�� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�DQG�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WH[WXDO�

H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�SURYLGH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�H[SORUDWLRQ�DQG�IRU�
HPEHGGHG�LPSOLFLW�DQG�H[SOLFLW�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�YDULHG�DQG�
DSSURSULDWH�ZRUG�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�VLJKW�ZRUG�
UHFRJQLWLRQ��SKRQLFV��DQG�FRQWH[W�DQG�PRUSKHPLF�FXHV��

�
*�� PRGHOV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�IOXHQW�ODQJXDJH�XVH�LQ�GLDORJXH�DQG�LQ�

QXPHURXV�DQG�YDULHG�SULQW�VRXUFHV�DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�FKLOGUHQ
V�
GHYHORSLQJ�XVH�RI�IOXHQW�RUDO�ODQJXDJH��

�
+�� SURYLGHV�LQWHQWLRQDO�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�WKH�

GHYHORSPHQW�RI�IOXHQF\��VXFK�DV�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�ZRUG�DQG�OHWWHU�
SDWWHUQV��XVH�RI�KLJK�IUHTXHQF\�ZRUGV�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�UHDGLQJ�
FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��DQG�

�
,�� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�VXSSRUWV�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�OLWHUDF\�FRPSHWHQFLHV�IURP�

WKH�ILUVW�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�ODQJXDJH�IRU�(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�
UHJDUGV�WR�IXQFWLRQV�RI�SULQW��H�J���XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�FRQFHSWV�RI�
SULQW�DQG�WH[W��XVH�RI�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�DQG�JUDSKLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV��XVH�
RI�RUDO�ODQJXDJH��SOD\�DQG�H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�ODQJXDJH��DQG�
VRXQG�V\PERO�UHODWLRQVKLSV���

�
��� 5HDGLQJ�&RPSUHKHQVLRQ�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� VHOHFWV�D�EDODQFH�RI�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH��KLJK�TXDOLW\��

FRPSOH[�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�QDUUDWLYH�WH[WV�WKDW�PDWFK�FKLOGUHQ
V�
LQWHUHVWV��FXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQGV��GHYHORSPHQWDO�OHYHOV�DQG�UHDGLQJ�
SXUSRVHV��

�
%�� UHFRJQL]HV�WH[W�IHDWXUHV�WKDW�PD\�FKDOOHQJH�UHDGHUV
�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�

�H�J���SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�DVVXPSWLRQV��XQIDPLOLDU�YRFDEXODU\��
VHQWHQFH�FRPSOH[LW\��XQFOHDU�FRKHVLYH�OLQNV��VXEWOHW\�RI�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�FKDUDFWHUV�RU�LGHDV��VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�RI�WRQH��
FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WH[W�VWUXFWXUH��OLWHUDU\�GHYLFHV�RU�GDWD��DQG�SURYLGHV�
H[SOLFLW�PRGHOLQJ��LQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�IHDWXUHV�WR�
VXSSRUW�UHDGLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��

�
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&�� VHOHFWV�WH[WV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�DQG�EXLOG�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��YRFDEXODU\��
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WH[W�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�OLWHUDU\�GHYLFHV�DQG�WKDW�
SURYLGH�FOHDU�DQG�FRKHVLYH�OLQNV�EHWZHHQ�LGHDV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
,OOXVWUDWLRQV��SKRWRJUDSKV��FKDUWV�DQG�JUDSKV�VKRXOG�PHHW�WKH�VDPH�
FULWHULD��

�
'�� PRGHOV�IRU�DQG�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�VRFLDO�GLVFRXUVH�DERXW�WH[WV�DV�

D�PHDQV�RI�VFDIIROGLQJ�WKHLU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�PRUH�FRPSOH[�WH[WV��
�
(�� SURYLGHV�WH[W�DSSURSULDWH�VXSSRUWV��VXFK�DV�EDFNJURXQG�

H[SHULHQFHV��SUHYLHZLQJ�WH[W��SUH�WHDFKLQJ�YRFDEXODU\�RU�NH\�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��UHSHDWHG�UHDGLQJ��GLVFXVVLQJ�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�RU�RWKHU�
JUDSKLF�IHDWXUHV��DQG�RWKHU�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�HQDEOH�FKLOGUHQ�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�OHDUQ�IURP�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WH[W��

�
)�� SURYLGHV�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�LQWURGXFWLRQV�WR�WH[W��

LQFOXGLQJ�PDWHULDOV��H[SHULHQFHV��GLVFXVVLRQ�DQG�EDFNJURXQG�
FRQQHFWLRQV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�FKLOGUHQ
V�PRWLYDWLRQ��SXUSRVH�DQG�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��

�
*�� SURYLGHV�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�PRGHOLQJ�RI�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�

RQ�FORVH�UHDGLQJ�RI�WH[W��LQFOXGLQJ�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�RI�NH\�LGHDV�DQG�
GHWDLOV��DQDO\VLV�RI�FUDIW��VWUXFWXUH�DQG�LOOXVWUDWLRQV��FULWLFDO�WH[W�
HYDOXDWLRQ��DQG�QXPHURXV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�JXLGHG�DQG�
LQGHSHQGHQW�SUDFWLFH��

�
+�� PRGHOV�DQG�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�JUDSKLF�WH[W�

IHDWXUHV��H�J���WDEOHV��FKDUWV��LOOXVWUDWLRQV��WDEOHV�RI�FRQWHQWV��
FDSWLRQV��KHDGLQJV��LQGH[HV��DQG�LQFOXGHV�QXPHURXV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
IRU�JXLGHG�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�SUDFWLFH��

�
,�� PRGHOV�IRU�DQG�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�

JXLGHG�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�KLJK�OHYHO��WH[W�GHSHQGHQW�
WRSLFV�DQG�LGHDV�UHTXLULQJ�FRPSOH[�WKLQNLQJ��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
LQIHUHQFH��DSSOLFDWLRQ��HYDOXDWLRQ��DQDO\VLV��V\QWKHVLV��SHUVXDVLRQ�
DQG�HYLGHQWLDU\�DUJXPHQW��

�
-�� PRGHOV�IRU�DQG�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�

LQGHSHQGHQW�SUDFWLFH�RI�FRPSDULQJ�PXOWLSOH�WH[WV�DQG�HYDOXDWLQJ�
DQG�V\QWKHVL]LQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DQG�DFURVV�WH[WV�WR�VXSSRUW�
FRKHUHQW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�D�WRSLF��

�
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.�� PRGHOV�IRU�DQG�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�XVH�RI�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�
DSSURSULDWH�UHDGLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV��H�J���SUHGLFWLQJ��
VHTXHQFLQJ��FRQQHFWLQJ��YLVXDOL]LQJ��PRQLWRULQJ��TXHVWLRQLQJ��
VXPPDUL]LQJ��V\QWKHVL]LQJ��PDNLQJ�LQIHUHQFHV��HYDOXDWLQJ���DQG�
LQFOXGHV�QXPHURXV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�JXLGHG�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�
SUDFWLFH�RI�WKHVH�VWUDWHJLHV
�XVH�LQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WH[W��

�
/�� PRGHOV��GLVFXVVHV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ
V�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�

DSSURSULDWH�XVH�RI�OLWHUDU\�HOHPHQWV�DQG�WH[W�IHDWXUHV�DFURVV�
PXOWLSOH�JHQUHV�DQG�GLVFLSOLQHV�LQ�DJH�DSSURSULDWH�WH[W��

�
0�� VKDUHV�YDULHG�SULQW�VRXUFHV��GLVFXVVLQJ��DV�DSSURSULDWH��DOWHUQDWH�

YLHZV�DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RI�WRSLFV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WH[WV��
�
1�� PRGHOV��GLVFXVVHV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ
V�XVH�RI�FULWLFDO�UHDGLQJ�

VWUDWHJLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�WH[W�FODLPV�WKURXJK�
LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�HYLGHQFH��VXFK�DV�HYLGHQWLDU\�DUJXPHQW�
DQG�SHUVXDVLRQ��

�
2�� VKDUHV�YDULHG�SULQW�VRXUFHV��GLVFXVVLQJ��DV�DSSURSULDWH��WH[W�

VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�FKLOGUHQ
V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�WH[W��
�
3�� SURYLGHV�LQWHQWLRQDO�PRGHOLQJ�RI�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�

RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WH[WV��LQFOXGLQJ�KRZ�VSHFLILF�VHQWHQFHV��
SDUDJUDSKV�DQG�ODUJHU�SRUWLRQV�RI�WKH�WH[W�UHODWH�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�
WKH�ZKROH��DQG�RIIHUV�QXPHURXV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�JXLGHG�DQG�
LQGHSHQGHQW�SUDFWLFH��DQG�

�
4�� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�SODQV�H[SHULHQFHV�IRU�(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV�WKDW�IDFLOLWDWH�

WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�HIIHFWLYH�UHDGLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�
FRPSHWHQFLHV�IURP�WKH�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�WR�(QJOLVK��

�
��� :ULWLQJ�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

$�� LQWURGXFHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�EDVLF�IHDWXUHV�RI�SULQW��
�
%�� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ZULWH��LQFOXGLQJ�SLFWXUHV�DQG�

GLFWDWLRQ��IRU�DXWKHQWLF�SXUSRVHV�LQ�PXOWLSOH�IRUPV�DQG�JHQUHV�WR�
GHPRQVWUDWH�KRZ�LGHDV��WKRXJKWV�DQG�ODQJXDJH�FDQ�EH�UHSUHVHQWHG�
E\�SLFWXUHV�DQG�RU�WH[WV��

�



,6%(� ���,//,12,6�$'0,1,675$7,9(�&2'(� �������
� 68%7,7/(�$� 68%&+$37(5�E�
�

&�� HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�XVLQJ�GUDZLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ�WR�GHYHORS�DQ�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�FRQWHQW�DUHD�FRQFHSWV�DQG�VNLOOV��

�
'�� HQFRXUDJHV�DQG�JXLGHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�DOO�VWDJHV�RI�ZULWLQJ�

GHYHORSPHQW�IURP�WKH�HDUOLHVW�VFULEEOHV�WKURXJK�FRQYHQWLRQDO�
ZULWLQJ��

��
(�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�SURGXFLQJ�FRKHUHQW�DQG�FOHDU�

ZULWLQJ�ZLWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��GHYHORSPHQW��VXEVWDQFH�DQG�VW\OH�
DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKH�WDVN��SXUSRVH�DQG�DXGLHQFH��

�
)�� FRQIHUV�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�WR�PRWLYDWH�DQG�VFDIIROG�FKLOGUHQ
V�

GHYHORSPHQW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZULWLQJ�SURFHVV��
�
*�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�WH[W��RUDO�RU�ZULWWHQ��

WKDW�UHSUHVHQWV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�OHDUQHG�WKURXJK�D�KDQGV�RQ�H[SHULHQFH��
�
+�� LQWURGXFHV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�DQ�LQIRUPDWLYH�DQG�

H[SODQDWRU\�WH[W�WKDW�LQWURGXFHV�D�WRSLF�VXSSRUWHG�E\�ORJLFDOO\�
RUGHUHG�IDFWV��GHILQLWLRQV��GHWDLOV��H[DPSOHV��TXRWDWLRQV�DQG�RWKHU�
W\SHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��XVHV�SUHFLVH�ODQJXDJH��DFDGHPLF�YRFDEXODU\�
DQG�DSSURSULDWH�WUDQVLWLRQDO�GHYLFHV��DQG�FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�D�
VWDWHPHQW�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�WRSLF��

�
,�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�WH[W��RUDO�RU�ZULWWHQ��

ZLWK�D�EHJLQQLQJ��PLGGOH�DQG�HQG��EDVHG�RQ�UHDO�RU�LPDJLQHG�
H[SHULHQFHV�RU�HYHQWV��

�
-�� LQWURGXFHV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�QDUUDWLYH�WH[W�

EDVHG�RQ�UHDO�RU�LPDJLQHG�H[SHULHQFHV�RU�HYHQWV�WKDW�LQWURGXFHV�D�
QDUUDWRU�DQG�RU�FKDUDFWHUV��XVHV�GLDORJXH��GHVFULSWLRQ�DQG�SDFLQJ�WR�
GHYHORS�DQG�RUJDQL]H�D�VHTXHQFH�RI�HYHQWV��XVHV�FRQFUHWH�ZRUGV��
SKUDVHV��VHQVRU\�GHWDLOV�DQG�WUDQVLWLRQDO�GHYLFHV��DQG�XVHV�D�
FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�IROORZV�IURP�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RU�HYHQWV��

�
.�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�WH[W��RUDO�RU�ZULWWHQ��

WKDW�VKDUHV�DQ�RSLQLRQ�DERXW�D�KDQGV�RQ�H[SHULHQFH��
�
/�� SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�D�WH[W�WKDW�LQWURGXFHV�DQ�RSLQLRQ�RQ�

D�WRSLF��VXSSRUWV�WKH�RSLQLRQ�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�UHDVRQV�EDVHG�
RQ�IDFWV�DQG�GHWDLOV��XVHV�DSSURSULDWH�WUDQVLWLRQDO�GHYLFHV�DQG�
FRQFOXGHV�ZLWK�D�VWDWHPHQW�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�RSLQLRQ��

�
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0�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�ZULWWHQ�DQG�RUDO�
DUJXPHQWV�WR�VXSSRUW�FODLPV�LQ�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�VXEVWDQWLYH�WRSLFV�RU�
WH[WV�XVLQJ�YDOLG�UHDVRQLQJ�DQG�UHOHYDQW�DQG�VXIILFLHQW�HYLGHQFH��

�
1�� WHDFKHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�FRQGXFW�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV��DV�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�

DSSURSULDWH��XVLQJ�HYLGHQFH�GUDZQ�IURP�PXOWLSOH�VRXUFHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�KRZ�WR�VHOHFW�DQG�GHYHORS�WRSLFV��JDWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��V\QWKHVL]H�
LQIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�SDUDSKUDVH��VXPPDUL]H��DQG�TXRWH�DQG�FLWH�
VRXUFHV��

�
2�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQV�RI�VWDQGDUG�

(QJOLVK�JUDPPDU�DQG�XVDJH��H�J���LUUHJXODU�YHUEV��SOXUDO�QRXQV��
SDVW�WHQVH�RI�LUUHJXODU�YHUEV��VXEMHFW�YHUE�DJUHHPHQW��SURQRXQ�
DQWHFHGHQW�DJUHHPHQW��FRQMXQFWLRQV��SUHSRVLWLRQV��LQWHUMHFWLRQV��
SHUIHFW�YHUE�WHQVHV��LQ�FKLOGUHQ
V�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�ZRUN��

�
3�� PRGHOV��HQFRXUDJHV�DQG�JXLGHV�WKH�XVH�RI�ZLGHO\�DFFHSWHG�(QJOLVK�

FRQYHQWLRQV�RI�FDSLWDOL]DWLRQ��SXQFWXDWLRQ�DQG�VSHOOLQJ�DV�FKLOGUHQ�
XVH�WKHVH�FRQYHQWLRQV�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�ZULWWHQ�ZRUN��

�
4�� PRGHOV�DQG�SURYLGHV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LQ�XVLQJ�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�SURGXFH�

DQG�SXEOLVK�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�WH[WV�DQG�WR�LQWHUDFW�DQG�FROODERUDWH�
ZLWK�RWKHUV��

�
5�� SURYLGHV�IHHGEDFN�WR�ZULWWHQ�ZRUN�WR�JXLGH�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�

FKLOGUHQ
V�UHYLVLQJ�DQG�HGLWLQJ�WKHLU�ZRUN��DQG�
�
6�� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�SODQV�H[SHULHQFHV�IRU�(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV�WKDW�IDFLOLWDWH�

WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�HIIHFWLYH�ZULWLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�FRPSHWHQFLHV�IURP�
WKH�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�WR�(QJOLVK��
�

��� 6SHDNLQJ�DQG�/LVWHQLQJ�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�VRFLDO�GLVFRXUVH�EHWZHHQ�LQGLYLGXDO�

FKLOGUHQ�DQG�LQ�ZKROH�DQG�VPDOO�JURXS�FROODERUDWLYH�GLVFXVVLRQV�
DQG�DVVLVWV�WKHP�LQ�IROORZLQJ�DSSURSULDWH�VRFLDO�FRQYHQWLRQV��VXFK�
DV�H\H�FRQWDFW��ERG\�ODQJXDJH�DQG�WDNLQJ�WXUQV��

�
%�� HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�RUDO�

ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�IROORZLQJ�GLUHFWLRQV��
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DVNLQJ�DQG�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�TXHVWLRQV��FRQYH\LQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
LGHDV��GHVFULELQJ�IHHOLQJV��DQG�DUJXLQJ�DQG�SHUVXDGLQJ����

�
&�� HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�

LGHQWLI\LQJ�UK\PHV�DQG�VRXQGV�LQ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��GLVFULPLQDWLQJ�
SKRQHPHV�DQG�FRQGXFWLQJ�RWKHU�SKRQHPLF�DZDUHQHVV�DFWLYLWLHV��

�
'�� PRGHOV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�OLVWHQLQJ�DFWLYHO\�DQG�FULWLFDOO\�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG��HYDOXDWH�DQG�UHVSRQG�WR�D�VSHDNHU
V�PHVVDJH��
�
(�� PRGHOV��JXLGHV�DQG�LQVWUXFWV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�SUHVHQWLQJ�LGHDV��RSLQLRQV�

DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�XVLQJ�IDFWV�DQG�UHOHYDQW�GHWDLOV�WR�VXSSRUW�PDLQ�
LGHDV��

�
)�� DFFHSWV�FKLOGUHQ
V�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�

VNLOOV�ZKLOH�PRGHOLQJ�WKH�ZLGHO\�DFFHSWHG�FRQYHQWLRQV�RI�(QJOLVK�
JUDPPDU�DQG�XVDJH��DQG�

�
*�� LQWHQWLRQDOO\�SODQV�H[SHULHQFHV�IRU�(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV�WKDW�IDFLOLWDWH�

WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�VSHDNLQJ�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�FRPSHWHQFLHV�
IURP�WKH�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�WR�(QJOLVK��

�
��� 9RFDEXODU\�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
$�� VXSSRUWV�YRFDEXODU\�GHYHORSPHQW�GDLO\�E\�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�VHOHFWLQJ�

OLWHUDF\�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�H[SDQG�FKLOGUHQ
V�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�ODQJXDJH�
GHYHORSPHQW��

�
%�� JXLGHV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�FKLOGUHQ
V�H[SORUDWLRQV�RI�ZRUG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

DQG�QXDQFHV�LQ�ZRUG�PHDQLQJV��
�
&�� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�IRU�ODQJXDJH�XVH�DQG�VRFLDO�

GLVFRXUVH��
�
'�� XVHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�FKLOGUHQ
V�LQGLYLGXDO�H[SHULHQFHV��IDPLOLHV��

FXOWXUHV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�FUHDWH�PHDQLQJIXO�YRFDEXODU\�OHDUQLQJ�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�HQULFK�LQVWUXFWLRQ�IRU�DOO�FKLOGUHQ��

�
(�� IRU�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�IRFXV��VHOHFWV�DSSURSULDWH�ZRUGV�FHQWUDO�WR�WKH�

PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�WH[W�DQG�OLNHO\�WR�EH�XQNQRZQ��DFDGHPLF�
YRFDEXODU\�DQG�ZRUG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
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�
)�� LQWURGXFHV�FKLOGUHQ�WR�ZRUG�SOD\�DQG�IRUPV�RI�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�

HQKDQFH�YRFDEXODU\�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ODQJXDJH��H�J���SRHWLF�
GHYLFHV��V\QRQ\PV��DQWRQ\PV��KRPRQ\PV���

�
*�� LQWURGXFHV�VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�FODULI\LQJ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�XQNQRZQ�ZRUGV��

LQFOXGLQJ�FRQWH[WXDO�DQDO\VLV��VWUXFWXUDO�DQDO\VLV�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�
UHIHUHQFH�PDWHULDOV��

��
+�� SODQV�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH�

GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�QHZO\�DFTXLUHG�YRFDEXODU\�DFURVV�
GLVFLSOLQHV��

�
,�� XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�LPSOHPHQWV�WKH�IRUPV�DQG�IXQFWLRQV�RI�DFDGHPLF�

ODQJXDJH�WR�KHOS�FKLOGUHQ�GHYHORS�DQG�H[SUHVV�FRQWHQW�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJV��

 
-�� XWLOL]HV�DXWKHQWLF�WH[W��H�J���LQIRUPDWLRQDO�WH[W��ILFWLRQ��QHZVSDSHUV��

UHFLSHV��FKDUWV��WR�KHOS�FKLOGUHQ�GHYHORS�ZRUG�FRQVFLRXVQHVV��
�
.�� DFWLYHO\�HQJDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�XVLQJ�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�VWUDWHJLHV�DQG�

DXWKHQWLF�PDWHULDOV�IRU�GHYHORSLQJ�DQG�H[SDQGLQJ�YRFDEXODULHV��
DQG�

�
/�� XVHV�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�YRFDEXODU\�WR�GHYHORS�DQG�H[SDQG�(QJOLVK�

YRFDEXODU\�IRU�(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV����
�
G�� $XWKHQWLF�0DWHULDOV�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
��� VHOHFWV�DQG�XVHV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\��GLYHUVH�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�

LQIRUPDWLRQDO��QDUUDWLYH�DQG�RWKHU�WH[WV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�VRFLDO�
DQG�FXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQGV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�DW�OHYHOV�WKDW�DUH�DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKHLU�
GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�EXLOG�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��

�
��� XVHV�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG�DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�EDVHG�FULWHULD�IRU�HYDOXDWLQJ�DQG�

VHOHFWLQJ�WH[WV�DQG�LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PDWHULDOV��
�
��� HVWLPDWHV�WKH�DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�WH[WV�XVLQJ�TXDOLWDWLYH�DQG�TXDQWLWDWLYH�

IDFWRUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�FKLOGUHQ
V�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH��
�



,6%(� ���,//,12,6�$'0,1,675$7,9(�&2'(� �������
� 68%7,7/(�$� 68%&+$37(5�E�
�

��� XVHV�FXOWXUDOO\�UHVSRQVLYH�WH[WV�WR�SURPRWH�FKLOGUHQ
V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
WKHLU�OLYHV��VRFLHW\�DQG�RWKHU�FXOWXUHV�DQG�VRFLHWLHV��

 
��� XVHV�D�YDULHW\�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�WHFKQRORJLFDOO\�EDVHG�WH[WV�DQG�RQOLQH�

UHVRXUFHV�WR�VXSSRUW�OLWHUDF\�LQVWUXFWLRQ��DQG�
�
��� PDNHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�(QJOLVK�OHDUQHUV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�KLJK�TXDOLW\��GLYHUVH�

OLWHUDWXUH�DQG��LQIRUPDWLRQDO��QDUUDWLYH�DQG�RWKHU�WH[WV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKH�
LQWHUHVWV�DQG�VRFLDO��FXOWXUDO�DQG�ODQJXDJH�EDFNJURXQGV�RI�WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�DW�
OHYHOV�WKDW�DUH�DSSURSULDWH�WR�WKHLU�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�EXLOG�EDFNJURXQG�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��

�
H�� &RQVWUXFWLQJ�D�6XSSRUWLYH�/DQJXDJH�DQG�/LWHUDF\�(QYLURQPHQW�
�

7KH�HIIHFWLYH�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQDO�UROH�WKDW�OLWHUDF\�DQG�ODQJXDJH�SOD\�DFURVV�

WKH�FODVVURRP�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�LQ�FRQWHQW�DUHDV��
� 
��� VHWV�XS�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�LV�VDIH�DQG�ORZ�ULVN�WKDW�HQFRXUDJHV�FKLOGUHQ�

DQG�DOORZV�WKHP�EH�FRPIRUWDEOH�WDNLQJ�ULVNV��
�
��� GHVLJQV�D�OLWHUDF\�ULFK�HQYLURQPHQW�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�DXWKHQWLF��GLYHUVH��

LQFOXVLYH�DQG�GHYHORSPHQWDOO\�DSSURSULDWH�PDWHULDOV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�PRWLYDWLRQ�DQG�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH��JUDGXDO�

UHOHDVH�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��DSSURDFK�WR�GHVLJQ�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFHV�WKDW�
EXLOG�FKLOGUHQ
V�VHOI�GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�RZQHUVKLS�RI�OLWHUDF\�OHDUQLQJ��

�
��� HVWDEOLVKHV�FODVVURRP�URXWLQHV�WKDW�SURPRWH�LQGHSHQGHQFH��VHOI�GLUHFWLRQ��

FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�OLWHUDF\�OHDUQLQJ��
�
��� XVHV�D�VWUDWHJLF�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�IOH[LEOH�JURXSLQJV��LQGLYLGXDO��JURXS�DQG�

ZKROH�FODVV��WR�PHHW�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�QHHGV�RI�HDFK�FKLOG�HIILFLHQWO\�DQG�
HIIHFWLYHO\��

�
��� LQFRUSRUDWHV�FKLOGUHQ
V�FKRLFHV�LQ�FKRRVLQJ�OLWHUDF\�PDWHULDOV�DQG�

DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�
�
��� EXLOGV�FROODERUDWLYH�FODVVURRP�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�DQG�HQJDJH�DOO�

FKLOGUHQ�LQ�UHDGLQJ��ZULWLQJ��OLVWHQLQJ��VSHDNLQJ��YLHZLQJ�DQG�YLVXDOO\�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�KRPH�ODQJXDJH�DQG�(QJOLVK��

�
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Section 26.130  Curriculum:  Mathematics Standards Through August 31, 2019 
 
The competent early childhood teacher demonstrates proficiency in the use of mathematics; 
understands and communicates the major concepts, procedures, and reasoning processes of 
mathematics, which include number systems, number sense, geometry, measurement, statistics, 
probability and algebra; and promotes the abilities of children from birth to grade 3 as they 
apply, interpret and construct mathematical thinking skills in a variety of situations. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators –  The competent early childhood teacher: 
 

1) understands problem-solving approaches that children may use to 
investigate and understand mathematical content; 

 
2) understands various approaches (estimation, mental math, manipulative 

modeling, pattern recognition and technology) that can be used to explore 
and communicate mathematical ideas, solve problems and investigate 
everyday situations; 

 
3) understands concepts, skills and procedures related to number, number 

sense, computation and numeration; 
 
4) understands concepts, skills and procedures related to geometry and 

spatial relationships; 
 
5) understands concepts, skills and procedures related to measurement of 

attributes such as length, weight, volume and temperature; 
 
6) understands concepts, skills and procedures needed to collect and analyze 

data; 
 
7) understands concepts, skills and procedures related to exploring concepts 

of chance; and 
 
8) understands and uses patterns and relationships to analyze mathematical 

situations. 
 

b) Performance Indicators –  The competent early childhood teacher: 
 

1) provides opportunities for students to apply problem-solving strategies in 
order to investigate and understand mathematical content; 

 
2) uses various approaches (estimation, mental math, manipulative modeling, 

pattern recognition and technology) to assist students as they explore and 
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communicate mathematical ideas, solve problems and investigate 
everyday situations; 

 
3) provides opportunities for children to learn and apply number, number 

sense, computation and numeration in everyday situations; 
 
4) provides opportunities for children to learn and apply geometry and spatial 

relationships in everyday situations; 
 
5) provides opportunities for children to learn and apply measurements, such 

as length, weight, volume and temperature, in everyday situations; 
 
6) provides opportunities for children to learn and apply procedures needed 

to collect and analyze data in everyday situations as they use graphing and 
estimation; 

 
7) provides opportunities for children to learn and apply concepts of chance 

in everyday situations; and 
 
8) provides opportunities for children to learn and apply patterns and 

relationships in their analysis of everyday situations. 
 

(Source:  Amended at 39 Ill. Reg. 2413, effective February 2, 2015) 
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Section 26.135  Curriculum:  Mathematics Standards Beginning September 1, 2019 
 
Each teacher holding an early childhood education endorsement shall possess the knowledge and 
skills articulated in this Section. 
 

a) Foundational Mathematical Knowledge 
 

1) Mathematical Proficiency 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands conceptually the mathematical content taught during 
preschool to grade 2 as well as the content taught in grades 3 to 8; 
can explain and apply mathematical concepts and procedures; and 
can make connections to everyday mathematical applications or 
real-world analogies necessary to translate formal mathematical 
content into meaningful instruction that children can understand 
and learn;  

 
B) understands the mathematical procedures taught during the early 

childhood years and just beyond, including the skills to link 
procedural knowledge to conceptual understanding so each step in 
a procedure can be explained or a procedure can be readily adapted 
to solve a novel problem; and 

 
C) possesses affective capacities, including a productive disposition 

with positive beliefs about mathematics (e.g., nearly everyone is 
capable of understanding at an elementary level) and the 
confidence to tackle challenging problems and teach mathematics. 

 
2) Children's Mathematical Development 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands how children develop mathematical proficiency from 
birth to age 8 and what conditions foster or impede this 
development;  

 
B) understands how informal mathematical knowledge based on 

everyday experiences develops and provides a basis for 
understanding and learning formal mathematics (i.e., school-taught 
and largely symbolic) during the early childhood years and 
beyond; and   
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C) understands the developmental progressions of key early childhood 

concepts and skills.   
 

b) Pedagogical Knowledge 
 

1) Best Practices 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands the importance of using a variety of teaching 
techniques (including regular instruction that specifically targets 
mathematics, integrated instruction, and unstructured and 
structured play) and how to systematically and intentionally 
engage children with developmentally appropriate and worthwhile 
mathematical activities, materials and ideas; take advantage of 
spontaneous learning moments; structure the classroom 
environment to elicit self-directed mathematical engagement; and 
choose and use games to serve as the basis for intentional, 
spontaneous or self-directed learning; 

 
B) understands the importance of using instructional activities and 

materials or manipulatives thoughtfully and how these are used to 
transmit key concepts and skills; 

 
C) understands the importance of focusing on the learning of both 

skills and concepts that is meaningful; 
 

D) understands the importance of engaging children in the processes 
of mathematical inquiry (problem-solving, reasoning, conjecturing 
and communicating/justifying or "talking math") and how to do so 
effectively; 

 
E) understands the importance of fostering a positive disposition and 

how to do so effectively (e.g., encouraging children to do as much 
for themselves as possible), including how to prevent or remedy 
math anxiety; and 

 
F) understands the importance of using assessment on an ongoing 

basis in planning and evaluating instruction, targeting student 
needs and evaluating student progress. 

 
2) Psychological Development 
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The effective early childhood teacher: 

 
A) understands the importance of building on what children already 

know, so that instruction is meaningful (e.g., how to relate or 
connect formal terms and procedures to children's informal 
knowledge); 

 
B) understands the importance of using developmental progressions 

effectively in assessing developmental readiness (e.g., identifying 
whether developmental prerequisites for an instructional goal have 
been acquired), planning developmentally appropriate instruction 
and determining the next instruction, step or a remedial plan;  

 
C) understands the importance of the limitations of children's informal 

knowledge and how developmentally inappropriate instruction can 
cause misconceptions or other learning difficulties, as well as how 
to address common learning pitfalls; and 

 
D) understands the importance of the progression in children's 

thinking from concrete (relatively specific and context-bound) to 
abstract (relatively general and context free), including the need to 
help children "mathematize" situations (going beyond appearances 
to consider underlying commonalities or patterns). 

 
c) Standards 
 

1) Counting and Cardinality 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands that subitizing (i.e., immediately and reliably 
recognizing the total number of items in small collections of items 
and labeling the total with an appropriate number word) is the 
basis for a learning trajectory of verbal-based number, counting 
and arithmetic concepts and skills;  

 
B) understands the requirements, components and principles of 

meaningful object counting (i.e., stable order principle, one-for-
one principle, cardinality principle and abstraction principle); 
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C) understands key, more advanced verbal and object counting skills 
on the learning trajectory for counting and cardinality and knows 
how these skills are logically and developmentally related; 

 
D) understands how children's ability to make verbal-based magnitude 

comparisons develops, including the mathematical ideas this 
entails; 

 
E) understands why written numbers (numerals) are valuable tools 

(e.g., can serve as a memory aid; make written calculations with 
large numbers easier or even possible) and how to promote the 
meaningful learning of numeral reading and writing to 10; and 

 
F) understands the role of estimation (e.g., useful when exact answers 

are not possible or an approximate answer is sufficient) and why 
children resist estimating answers (e.g., fear of being wrong, 
obsession with the correct answer as reinforced by the guess-and-
check). 

 
2) Operations and Algebraic Thinking 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 
A) understands the specific addition and subtraction concepts and 

skills children need to learn in early childhood; 
 
B) understands the formal meaning of relational symbols and how 

these symbols are or can be interpreted by children; and 
 
C) understands the specific multiplication and division concepts and 

skills children need to learn in early childhood. 
 

3) Numbers and Operations in Base Ten 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands, can identify and can apply the fundamental concepts 
of grouping and place-value that underlie the Hindu-Arabic 
numeral system and operations with multi-digit numbers; 

 
B) understands the application of place value, the properties of 

operations, and the relation between addition and subtraction to 
adding and subtracting multi-digit numbers up to 1,000, including 
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demonstrating and explaining renaming (carrying and borrowing) 
algorithms with base-ten blocks; and 

 
C) understands the application of place value and properties of 

operations to multiply one-digit whole numbers and multiples of 
10 up to 90 (e.g., 9 x 80), including demonstrating and explaining 
how the meaning of multiplication can be demonstrated with base-
ten blocks. 

 
4) Numbers and Operations:  Fractions 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands, and can explain, two common meanings of fraction 
notation in terms of the conceptual basis for fractions (equal 
partitioning) using the informal analogy of "fair" sharing; 

 
B) understands, and can justify, equivalent fractions in terms of the 

informal analogy of "fair" sharing; and 
 
C) understands, and can justify, fraction comparisons in terms of the 

informal analogy of "fair" sharing.  
 

5) Measurement and Data 
 

The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands the general principles of measurement (e.g., object 
attributes, direct and indirect comparisons, unit value); 

 
B) explicitly understands purposes of and procedures for 

measurements (e.g., length, time, currency, volume) commonly 
used in everyday life, including how to derive formulas for area 
and perimeter; and 

 
C) understands the role of data, data analysis and data representations 

(e.g., graphs, tables) in solving problems, raising or addressing 
issues or questions (e.g., scientific, social, economic or political), 
and informing others about the importance of involving 
participants in collecting and analyzing their own data. 

 
6) Geometry 
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The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

A) understands the van Hiele developmental levels of geometric 
thinking and demonstrates achievement of at least Level 2 (i.e., 
Level 0, visual; Level 1, analysis; Level 2, informal reasoning or 
abstraction; Level 3, deduction; and Level 4, rigor); 

 
B) understands how the "big ideas" of composition and decomposition 

and equal partitioning apply to geometry and the developmental 
trajectory children follow in becoming competent composers and 
decomposers;  

 
C) understands basic geometric concepts, such as angle, parallel and 

perpendicular, and can describe these ideas in terms of an informal 
analogy (e.g., an angle is the "amount of turn"); 

 
D) understands and can summarize and illustrate the cognitive 

developmental progression from visual to descriptive to analytic to 
abstract characterizations of shapes; uses this progression to 
understand children's thinking; 

 
E) understands the importance of precision in describing and 

reasoning about spatial locations and relationships, including 
descriptive power of prepositions (and their imprecise mapping 
among languages and dialects) and mathematically precise tools, 
such as measurements, grids and the coordinate plane; 

 
F) understands that spatial relationships can be manipulated mentally 

and that point of view affects both experiences and representations 
of spatial relationships; and 

 
G) describes the connections (relationships) between geometric 

properties and arithmetic and algebraic properties, and adapts a 
problem in one domain to be solved in the other domain. 

 
(Source:  Added at 39 Ill. Reg. 2413, effective February 2, 2015) 
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Section 26.140  Curriculum:  Science 
�
7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�VFLHQFH��
WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�VRFLHW\��XQGHUVWDQGV�DQG�DSSOLHV�IXQGDPHQWDO�FRQFHSWV�UHODWHG�WR�HDUWK�DQG�VSDFH�
VFLHQFH��WKH�OLIH�VFLHQFHV��WKH�SK\VLFDO�VFLHQFHV��DQG�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�VFLHQFHV��DQG�SURPRWHV�
WKH�VFLHQWLILF�DELOLWLHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�DV�WKH\�DFTXLUH�QHZ�NQRZOHGJH�WKURXJK�WKH�XVH�RI�VFLHQWLILF�
WKLQNLQJ��UHDVRQLQJ�DQG�LQTXLU\��
�

D�� .QRZOHGJH�,QGLFDWRUV�±�7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VFLHQWLILF�LQTXLU\�DQG�WKH�LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�
DPRQJ�VFLHQFH��WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�VRFLHW\��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�HDUWK�DQG�VSDFH�VFLHQFH��WKH�OLIH�VFLHQFHV�DQG�

WKH�SK\VLFDO�VFLHQFHV�DQG�WKHLU�LQWHUFRQQHFWHGQHVV�LQ�HYHU\GD\�
HQYLURQPHQWV��DQG�

�
��� LQFRUSRUDWHV�WKH�,OOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�6WDQGDUGV�±�

&KLOGUHQ�$JH���WR�.LQGHUJDUWHQ�(QUROOPHQW�$JH�VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��
&RGH�����$SSHQGL[�$��WKH�,OOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�*XLGHOLQHV�±�&KLOGUHQ�
IURP�%LUWK�WR�$JH���VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��&RGH�����$SSHQGL[�&��DQG�
WKH�,OOLQRLV�/HDUQLQJ�6WDQGDUGV�IRU�6FLHQFH�VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��&RGH�
��$SSHQGL[�'��

�
E�� 3HUIRUPDQFH�,QGLFDWRUV�±�7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

��� SURPRWHV�DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�FKLOGUHQ
V�LQQDWH�FXULRVLW\�DERXW�REMHFWV�DQG�
HYHQWV��UHVSHFW�IRU�OLYLQJ�RUJDQLVPV�DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��

�
��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�FRQGXFW�H[SHULPHQWV��VROYH�

SUREOHPV��DSSO\�WKH�VFLHQWLILF�SURFHVV�DQG�LQFRUSRUDWH�VDIHW\�SUDFWLFHV�
GXULQJ�DOO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV��DQG�

�
��� LPSOHPHQWV�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�IRVWHU�FKLOGUHQ¶V�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�

HDUWK�DQG�VSDFH�VFLHQFH��WKH�OLIH�VFLHQFHV�DQG�WKH�SK\VLFDO�VFLHQFHV��DQG�
H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�LQWHUFRQQHFWHGQHVV�LQ�HYHU\GD\�HQYLURQPHQWV��

�
�6RXUFH���$PHQGHG�DW����,OO��5HJ��������HIIHFWLYH�)HEUXDU\����������

�
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Section 26.150  Curriculum:  Social Science 
�
7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU�XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�WKH�VRFLDO�
VFLHQFHV��XVHV�KLVWRULFDO��JHRJUDSKLFDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�FRQFHSWV�DQG�PRGHV�RI�LQTXLU\��
DQG�SURPRWHV�WKH�DELOLWLHV�RI�FKLOGUHQ�DV�WKH\�EHJLQ�WR�H[SHULHQFH��WKLQN�DERXW�DQG�PDNH�
LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQV�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�D�FXOWXUDOO\�GLYHUVH��GHPRFUDWLF�VRFLHW\�DQG�LQWHUGHSHQGHQW�
ZRUOG��
�

D�� .QRZOHGJH�,QGLFDWRUV�±�7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�EDVLF�FRQFHSWV�RI�DQG�LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�WKH�VRFLDO�
VFLHQFHV�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�JHRJUDSK\��KLVWRU\��FLYLFV�DQG�HFRQRPLFV�
UHODWH�WR�HYHU\GD\�VLWXDWLRQV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV��

�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�JHRJUDSKLF�FRQFHSWV�DQG�SKHQRPHQD��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�PDMRU�LGHDV��HUDV��WKHPHV��GHYHORSPHQWV�DQG�WXUQLQJ�

SRLQWV�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�,OOLQRLV��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�ULJKWV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�RI�FLWL]HQVKLS�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�

6WDWHV��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�WKH�EDVLF�FRQFHSWV�RI�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHPV��ZLWK�HPSKDVLV�RQ�WKH�

8QLWHG�6WDWHV��
�
��� XQGHUVWDQGV�FRQFHSWV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�

VRFLHWLHV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�VRFLDO��HFRQRPLF��FXOWXUDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV��DQG�

�
��� LQFRUSRUDWHV�WKH�,OOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�6WDQGDUGV�±�

&KLOGUHQ�$JH���WR�.LQGHUJDUWHQ�(QUROOPHQW�$JH�VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��
&RGH�����$SSHQGL[�$��WKH�,OOLQRLV�(DUO\�/HDUQLQJ�*XLGHOLQHV�±�&KLOGUHQ�
IURP�%LUWK�WR�$JH���VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��&RGH�����$SSHQGL[�&��DQG�
WKH�,OOLQRLV�/HDUQLQJ�6WDQGDUGV�IRU�6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�VHW�IRUWK�LQ����,OO��$GP��
&RGH���$SSHQGL[�'��

�
E�� 3HUIRUPDQFH�,QGLFDWRUV�±�7KH�FRPSHWHQW�HDUO\�FKLOGKRRG�WHDFKHU��
�

��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GHYHORS�EHJLQQLQJ�FRQFHSWV��VNLOOV�
DQG�GLVSRVLWLRQV�WKDW�IRFXV�RQ�KRZ�JHRJUDSK\��KLVWRU\��FLYLFV�
�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�DQG�FLWL]HQVKLS��DQG�HFRQRPLFV�UHODWH�WR�HYHU\GD\�VLWXDWLRQV�
DQG�H[SHULHQFHV���

�
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��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�XVH�PDSV�DQG�V\PEROV��REVHUYH�DQG�
GHVFULEH�SK\VLFDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��DQG�H[SODLQ�WKH�
LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�RI�SHRSOH��SODFHV�DQG�UHJLRQV��

�
��� FUHDWHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�GHYHORS�EHJLQQLQJ�KLVWRULFDO�FRQFHSWV�

LQYROYLQJ�SHRSOH��FXOWXUHV��IDPLOLHV��IRONORUH�DQG�UHODWHG�HYHQWV��
�
��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�DPRQJ�

SHRSOH�DQG�WKH�UROHV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�JURXSV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�
OLYH��

�
��� SURYLGHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�JDWKHU��RUJDQL]H��PDS�DQG�LQWHUSUHW�

GDWD�DQG�WR�XVH�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�FRQFHSWV��LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
SURFHGXUHV��DQG�

�
��� FUHDWHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�VHOI�WR�

RWKHUV�DQG�WR�VRFLDO��HFRQRPLF��FXOWXUDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��

�
�6RXUFH���$PHQGHG�DW����,OO��5HJ��������HIIHFWLYH�)HEUXDU\����������
�
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Section 26.160  Curriculum:  Physical Development and Health 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands the 
comprehensive nature of the physical, emotional, and social 
well-being of children from birth through grade three; 
understands the role of human movement and physical activity as 
elements central to active, healthy life styles; and promotes 
the abilities of children from birth through grade three as they 
develop and practice skills that contribute to good health and 
enhance quality of life. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands ways in which the physical, social, 

and emotional well-being of children enhances 
enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and social 
interaction. 

 
2) understands basic principles and practices of 

personal, interpersonal, and community health and 
safety, including the prevention and treatment of 
illness and injury. 

 
3) understands human body systems and 

interrelationships between fitness and body 
systems. 

 
4) understands the phases, stages, and continuity of 

motor development. 
 
5) understands the relationship between resolution 

of conflicts and health and well-being. 
 
6) understands and respects differences among 

children in settings where children engage in 
physical activity. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
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1) applies basic principles and practices of 
personal, interpersonal, and community health and 
safety, including the prevention and treatment of 
illness and injury. 

 
2) provides opportunities for children to explore 

concepts and make decisions that positively 
influence their health and safety. 

 
3) applies health-related physical fitness concepts 

and practices. 
 
4) provides opportunities for children to explore 

movement activities in a variety of contexts. 
 
5) provides opportunities for children to resolve 

conflicts, communicate positively, and cooperate 
in a variety of contexts. 
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Section 26.170  Curriculum:  Fine Arts 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands the content, 
function, and achievements of dance, music, drama, and visual 
arts as primary media for communication, inquiry, and insight 
and promotes the abilities of children from birth through grade 
three as they express themselves through the arts. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the concepts, techniques, and 

materials of the visual arts, the cultural 
dimensions of the visual arts, and the 
interrelationships between the visual arts and 
other art forms. 

 
2) understands the concepts, techniques, and 

materials for producing, listening to, and 
responding to music, the cultural dimensions of 
music, and the interrelationships between music 
and other art forms. 

 
3) understands concepts, techniques, and materials 

related to drama and dance, the cultural 
dimension of drama and dance, and 
interrelationships between drama and dance and 
other art forms. 

 
4) understands various tools, including technology, 

for creating, analyzing, and performing works of 
art. 

 
5) understands the interrelationship of the arts and 

their representations in past and present 
society. 

 
6) understands the elements of visual art, music, 

dance, and drama. 
 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
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1) provides opportunities for children to explore 
media, techniques, and processes for 
communicating ideas, experiences, and stories. 

 
2) provides opportunities for children to explore 

music in a variety of contexts and communicate 
ideas, experiences, and stories through music. 

 
3) provides opportunities for children to explore 

drama and dance in a variety of contexts and to 
communicate ideas. 

 
4) provides opportunities for children to apply 

various tools, including technology, as they 
create, interpret, and perform. 

 
5) provides opportunities for children to examine 

relationships among the arts. 
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Section 26.180  Human Development and Learning 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands how 
individuals grow, develop, and learn and provides learning 
opportunities that support the intellectual, social, emotional, 
and physical development of all children from birth through 
grade three. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands how children from birth through grade 

three develop physically, socially, emotionally, 
cognitively, linguistically, and aesthetically. 

 
2) understands how to provide learning opportunities 

that support and enhance each area of development 
- physical, social, emotional, cognitive, 
linguistic, and aesthetic. 

 
3) understands how brain development from birth 

through grade three is promoted through 
developmentally and culturally appropriate 
learning experiences. 

 
4) understands how children from birth through grade 

three differ in their development and in their 
approaches to learning. 

 
5) understands how to support the development and 

learning of individual children from birth 
through grade three. 

 
6) understands the developmental consequences of 

stress and trauma on children and their families, 
including protective factors and resilience. 

 
7) understands the development of mental health and 

the importance of supportive relationships. 
 
8) understands the basic health, nutrition, and 

safety needs of children from birth through grade 
three, including specific procedures related to  
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health, safety, and nutrition for infants and 
toddlers. 

 
9) understands appropriate procedures for responding 

to childhood illnesses and communicable diseases. 
 

b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) applies knowledge of development and individual 

differences when designing developmentally and 
culturally appropriate learning experiences for 
children from birth through grade three. 

 
2) analyzes and evaluates learners’ performance in 

order to design and facilitate learning 
experiences that are responsive to children’s 
interests, developmental levels, and learning 
styles. 

 
3) examines the developmental consequences of stress 

and trauma on children and their families and 
responds by designing learning opportunities that 
promote resilience and support students’ well-
being. 

 
4) applies knowledge of mental health and supportive 

relationships when providing learning 
opportunities for children from birth through 
grade three. 

 
5) follows appropriate procedures and designs 

learning opportunities that are responsive to the 
health, safety, and nutritional needs of children 
from birth through grade three, including 
specific procedures and learning opportunities 
related to the health, safety, and nutrition of 
infants and toddlers. 

 
6) follows appropriate procedures when responding to 

childhood illnesses and communicable diseases. 
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Section 26.190  Diversity 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands how children 
and families differ in their perspectives and approaches to 
learning and creates opportunities for growth and learning that 
are developmentally and culturally appropriate and are adapted 
for children from birth through grade three. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands conditions that affect children’s 

development and learning, including risk factors, 
developmental variations, and developmental 
patterns related to specific disabilities. 

 
2) understands cultural and linguistic diversity and 

the significance of familial, socio-cultural, and 
political contexts for development and learning. 

 
3) recognizes that children are best understood 

within the contexts of family, culture, and 
society. 

 
4) understands the function of the home language in 

the development of young children and the 
interrelationships among culture, language, and 
thought. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
 

1) creates and modifies environments and experiences 
that meet the individual needs of all children 
from birth through grade three and their 
families, including children with disabilities, 
developmental delays, and special abilities. 

 
2) respects and affirms culturally and 

linguistically diverse children from birth 
through grade three and their families. 
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3) supports home language preservation and creates 
learning environments and experiences that are 
free of bias. 

 
4) demonstrates sensitivity to differences in family 

structures and social and cultural backgrounds. 
 
5) works effectively over time with children of 

diverse ages (infants, toddlers, preprimary and 
primary students), with children of differing 
abilities, and with children reflecting 
culturally and linguistically diverse family 
systems. 
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Section 26.200  Planning for Instruction 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands instructional 
planning and designs learning opportunities based on knowledge 
of the children, their families, and their communities and of 
content areas and curriculum goals. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands how to plan developmentally and 

culturally appropriate curriculum. 
 
2) understands the rationale for developmentally and 

culturally appropriate practice. 
 
3) understands how to develop short- and long-range 

instructional plans based on play, open-ended 
inquiry, and long-term investigation. 

 
4) understands how to use and integrate appropriate 

technological resources into classroom 
instruction. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
 

1) plans, implements, and evaluates developmentally 
and culturally appropriate curriculum and 
instructional practices that are based on 
knowledge of individual children, their families, 
and their communities and of content areas and 
curriculum goals. 

 
2) incorporates a variety of instructional 

strategies when designing learning experiences 
that promote children’s physical, social, 
emotional, aesthetic, linguistic, and cognitive 
development. 

 
3) develops, implements, and evaluates an integrated 

curriculum that focuses on children’s needs and 
interests and takes into account culturally  
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valued content and children’s experiences at 
home. 

 
4) creates, selects, evaluates, and incorporates 

developmentally and culturally appropriate 
materials and equipment into the instructional 
plans. 

 
5) uses and integrates appropriate technological 

resources (e.g., puzzles, logical thinking 
programs, writing tools, digital cameras, drawing 
tools) in instructional planning for problem-
solving, communication, and the illustration of 
thoughts, ideas, and stories. 
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Section 26.210  Learning Environment 
 
The competent early childhood teacher uses an understanding of 
individual and group motivation and behavior as well as of 
children’s developmental levels and needs to create a learning 
environment that encourages positive social interaction, active 
engagement in learning, intrinsic motivation, and self-esteem. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands how to create, select, and evaluate 

developmentally appropriate materials, equipment 
and technology for inclusion in the learning 
environment. 

 
2) understands how to adapt strategies to meet the 

specific needs of all children from birth through 
grade three, including those with disabilities, 
developmental delays, or special abilities. 

 
3) understands how to design learning environments 

that support the educational needs and interests 
of all children from birth through grade three. 

 
4) understands how to design and maintain physically 

and psychologically safe, healthy, and productive 
learning environments. 

 
5) understands the influence of the physical 

setting, schedule, routines, and transitions on 
children from birth through grade three. 

 
6) understands how to interpret and apply 

information gained through formative and 
summative program evaluation to ensure a high-
quality learning environment for children, their 
families, and the community. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
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1) creates and modifies learning environments to 
meet the individual needs of children from birth 
through grade three, including children with 
disabilities, developmental delays, and special 
abilities. 

 
2) designs learning environments for children from 

birth through grade three that include and 
integrate developmentally and culturally 
appropriate materials, equipment, and 
technological resources. 

 
3) integrates and applies individual and group 

guidance and problem-solving strategies that 
develop positive and supportive relationships, 
encourage positive social interaction, promote 
conflict resolution, and develop personal self-
control, self-motivation, and self-esteem in 
children from birth through grade three. 

 
4) designs and maintains physically and 

psychologically safe, healthy, and productive 
learning environments for children from birth 
through grade three. 

 
5) applies an understanding of developmentally 

appropriate physical settings, schedules, 
routines, and transitions when promoting the 
development and learning of children from birth 
through grade three. 

 
6) interprets and applies information gained from 

formative and summative program evaluation to 
ensure a high-quality learning environment for 
children, their families, and the community. 
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Section 26.220  Instructional Delivery 
 
The competent early childhood teacher uses a variety of 
instructional strategies to encourage students’ development of 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and performance skills. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the rationale for a variety of 

instructional strategies, including play, small 
group projects, open-ended questioning, group 
discussion, problem-solving, cooperative 
learning, and inquiry experiences for children 
from birth through grade three. 

 
2) understands how to enhance the intellectual 

curiosity, problem-solving, and decision-making 
of children from birth through grade three. 

 
3) understands how to select, integrate, and 

implement technology and multimedia resources 
with children from birth through grade three, 
including assistive technologies for children 
with special needs. 

 
4) understands the importance of utilizing knowledge 

and strategies from multiple disciplines and 
systems in instructional delivery and in the 
development of Individualized Family Service 
Plans (IFSPs) and Individualized Education 
Programs (IEPs) for children from birth through 
grade three. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
 

1) implements and evaluates a variety of 
instructional strategies, including play, small 
group projects, open-ended questioning, group 
discussion, problem-solving, cooperative 
learning, and inquiry experiences for children 
from birth through grade three. 
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2) implements and evaluates instructional strategies 
that promote the development of intellectual 
curiosity, problem-solving, and decision-making 
for children from birth through grade three. 

 
3) selects, evaluates, and implements technology and 

multimedia resources and activities for children 
from birth through grade three and is able to 
include and adapt assistive technologies for 
children with special needs. 

 
4) makes decisions regarding intervention strategies 

and daily activities that incorporate knowledge 
and strategies from multiple disciplines, 
including health and social service systems, for 
children from birth through grade three and their 
families with IFSPs and IEPs. 
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Section 26.230  Communication 
 
The competent early childhood teacher uses knowledge of 
effective written, verbal, nonverbal, and visual communication 
techniques to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and 
supportive interaction in the classroom. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands communication theory, language 

development, and the role of language in 
learning. 

 
2) understands how cultural, gender, and 

socioeconomic differences can affect 
communication in the classroom. 

 
3) understands the interrelationships among culture, 

language and thought and the function of the home 
language in the development of young children. 

 
4) understands the importance of audience and 

purpose when selecting ways to communicate ideas. 
 

b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) models accurate, effective communication when 

conveying ideas and information and when asking 
questions and responding to students. 

 
2) uses effective questioning techniques and 

stimulates discussion in different ways for 
specific instructional purposes. 

 
3) creates varied opportunities for all students to 

use effective written, verbal, nonverbal, and 
visual communication. 

 
4) communicates with and challenges students in a 

supportive manner and provides students with 
constructive feedback. 
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5) uses a variety of communication modes to 
communicate with a diverse student population 
effectively. 

 
6) practices effective listening, conflict 

resolution, and group-facilitation skills as a 
team member. 

 
7) uses a variety of communication tools to enrich 

learning opportunities. 
 
8) uses individual and group guidance and problem-

solving skills to develop positive and supportive 
relationships with children, to encourage 
positive social interaction among children, and 
to develop children’s personal self-control, 
self-motivation, and self-esteem. 
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Section 26.245  Assessment Standards Beginning September 1, 2019 
 
The effective early childhood teacher: 
 

a) creates and uses assessment information both for the facilitation of child 
development and measuring academic achievement; 

 
b) uses a variety of assessment tools, including developmental continuums, universal 

screening, authentic assessment, diagnostic measures, curriculum-based 
assessment and progress monitoring procedures; 

 
c) monitors child progress for content area benchmarks and developmental 

outcomes; 
 
d) assesses children's interests, motivation and engagement in instruction; 
 
e) uses assessment data, including observational records and children's work 

products to plan instruction; 
 
f) partners with families to understand children's background and ongoing learning 

progress; 
 
g) empowers children to self-assess their learning progress; 
 
h) communicates academic progress and personal development to all stakeholders, 

including children, families, other teachers and school administrators, and 
communicates aggregated trends to the school board and other policy bodies; 

 
i) aligns assessments with required reporting mechanisms to assure that benchmarks 

for learning standards and developmental growth are monitored systematically; 
and 

 
j) uses, interprets and plans instruction with all forms of assessment instruments 

appropriate to the developmental level.  These instruments include standardized 
instruments, textbook and other curricular instruments and teacher-developed 
approaches. 

 
(Source:  Added at 39 Ill. Reg. 2413, effective February 2, 2015) 
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Section 26.250  Collaborative Relationships 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands the role of 
the community in education and develops and maintains 
collaborative relationships with colleagues, parents/guardians, 
and representatives of community service agencies in order to 
support children’s learning and well-being. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands schools as organizations within the 

larger community context. 
 
2) understands the benefits, barriers, and 

techniques involved in school/family 
relationships. 

 
3) understands the collaborative process and the 

skills that are necessary to carry out the 
process. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
 

1) uses appropriate health appraisal procedures and 
recommends referral to appropriate community 
health and social services when necessary. 

 
2) establishes and maintains positive collaborative 

relations with families, colleagues, and other 
professionals working effectively to support 
children’s development, learning, and well-being. 

 
3) develops relationships with parents/family to 

acquire an understanding of students’ lives 
outside of the school and to support 
parents/family in making decisions related to 
their child’s development and learning. 

 
4) supports parents in making decisions related to 

parenting and their child’s development. 
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5) applies family systems theory and knowledge of 
the dynamics, roles, and relationships within 
families and communities. 

 
6) links families with a range of family-oriented 

services based on identified resources, 
priorities, and concerns. 

 
7) establishes and maintains positive, collaborative 

relationships with colleagues, other 
professionals, and families and works effectively 
as a member of a professional team. 

 
8) identifies and uses community resources to 

enhance children’s development, learning, and 
well-being and to explore career opportunities. 

 



 
 23 ILLINOIS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CH. I, S. 26.260 
 SUBTITLE A SUBCHAPTER b 
 
 
Section 26.260  Reflection and Professional Growth 
 
The competent early childhood teacher is a reflective 
practitioner who continually evaluates how choices and actions 
affect students, parents, and other professionals in the 
learning community and actively seeks opportunities to grow 
professionally. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands that reflection is an integral part 

of professional growth and the improvement of 
instruction. 

 
2) understands methods of inquiry that provide for a 

variety of self-assessment and problem-solving 
strategies for reflecting on practice. 

 
3) understands major areas of research on the 

learning process and resources that are available 
for professional development. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
 

1) reflects on his or her practice, articulates a 
philosophy and rationale for decisions, and 
continually  evaluates the effects of his or her 
choices and actions on others (young children, 
parents, and other professionals) as a basis for 
program planning and modification and continuing 
professional development. 

 
2) actively seeks out opportunities to grow 

professionally by locating and using appropriate 
professional literature, organizations, 
resources, and experiences to inform and improve 
practice. 

 
3) participates in a variety of settings in which 

children from birth through age eight are served  
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(such as public and private centers, schools, and 
community agencies). 

 
4) demonstrates ability to work effectively serving 

children of two different age groups 
(infant/toddler, preprimary, or primary age) and 
with varying abilities. 

 
5) analyzes and evaluates experiences in working 

with parents and with interdisciplinary teams of 
professionals. 

 
6) uses classroom observation, information about 

students, pedagogical knowledge, and research as 
sources for active reflection, evaluation, and 
revision of practice. 
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Section 26.270  Professional Conduct and Leadership 
 
The competent early childhood teacher understands education as a 
profession, maintains standards of professional conduct, and 
provides leadership to improve children’s learning and well-
being. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent early childhood 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the unique characteristics of 

education as a profession and the ethical 
considerations that apply to educators. 

 
2) understands how school systems are organized and 

operate. 
 
3) understands school policies and procedures. 
 
4) understands legal issues in education. 
 
5) understands the importance of active 

participation and leadership in professional 
education organizations. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent early childhood 

teacher: 
 

1) demonstrates an understanding of conditions of 
children, families, and professionals; current 
issues and trends; legal issues; and legislation 
and other public policies affecting children, 
families, programs for young children, and the 
early childhood profession. 

 
2) demonstrates an understanding of the early 

childhood profession, its multiple historical, 
philosophical, and social foundations, and how 
these foundations influence current thought and 
practice. 

 
3) acts in accordance with current legal directives. 
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4) serves as an advocate on behalf of young children 
and their families, improved quality of programs 
and services for young children, and enhanced 
professional status and working conditions for 
early childhood educators. 

 
5) demonstrates an understanding of basic principles 

of administration, organization, and operation of 
early childhood programs, including supervision 
of staff and volunteers and program evaluation. 

 
6) recognizes signs of emotional distress, child 

abuse, and neglect in young children and 
understands the responsibility and procedures for 
reporting known or suspected abuse or neglect to 
appropriate authorities. 

 
7) communicates effectively with other professionals 

concerned with children and with agencies in the 
larger community to support children’s 
development, learning, and well-being. 

 
8) follows school policy and procedures, respecting 

the boundaries of professional responsibilities, 
when working with students, colleagues, and 
families. 
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SUBPART B:  STANDARDS FOR ENDORSEMENTS IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
 

Section 26.300  Purpose and Effective Dates of Standards in Subpart B 
 
Beginning February 1, 2017, the provisions of Sections 26.320 and 26.330 are replaced by 23 Ill. 
Adm. Code 20 (Standards for Endorsements in Elementary Education) as the standards that, 
together with the standards set forth in Standards for All Illinois Teachers (see 23 Ill. Adm. Code 
24), and the standards in this Subpart B other than those in Sections 26.320 and 26.330 shall 
apply to the issuance of an endorsement in elementary education on a professional educator 
license pursuant to Article 21B of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 21B].  The standards set 
forth in this Subpart B shall apply both to candidates for an endorsement in elementary education 
and to the programs that prepare them.   
 

a) Approval of any teacher preparation program or course of study in elementary 
education pursuant to the State Board's rules for Educator Licensure (23 Ill. Adm. 
Code 25, Subpart C) shall be based on the congruence of that program's or 
course's content with the standards identified in this Subpart B. 

 
b) The examinations required for issuance of an elementary endorsement shall be 

based on the standards identified in this Subpart B. 
 
c) No candidate shall be admitted to a program approved under the provisions of this 

Subpart B after October 1, 2015.  Any candidate who is enrolled in an elementary 
program approved under this Part shall complete the program on or before 
September 1, 2017 and have the elementary education endorsement issued by 
September 1, 2018. 

 
(Source:  Amended at 37 Ill. Reg. 16759, effective October 2, 2013) 
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Section 26.310  Curriculum 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands and demonstrates 
the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of 
content and creates meaningful, integrated learning experiences 
that develop all students' competence in subject matter and 
skills for various developmental levels. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the connections among various content 

areas and is able to analyze ideas, problems, and 
real-world situations within and across content 
areas. 

 
2) understands the connections among various content 

areas and is able to interpret and communicate 
information, reasoning, concepts, and procedures 
within and across content areas. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) uses teaching techniques that demonstrate 
analysis of ideas, problems, and real-world 
situations within and across content areas. 

 
2) interprets and communicates information, 

reasoning, concepts, and procedures within and 
across content areas. 
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Section 26.320  Curriculum:  English Language Arts 
 
The competent elementary teacher demonstrates proficiency in the 
use of oral and written English; understands and communicates 
ideas, information, and perspectives in reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening; and promotes all students' ability to 
apply language and thinking skills to many different genres, 
concepts, and situations. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands phonological, word analysis, and 

vocabulary strategies. 
 
2) understands skills and strategies involved in 

reading for various purposes:  factual 
information, personal response, literary 
appreciation, critical analysis, and social 
interaction. 

 
3) understands a diverse body of works, authors, and 

movements in U.S. and world literature, 
literature for children and young adults, and 
characteristic features of various literary 
genres. 

 
4) understands skills and strategies involved in 

writing for various purposes and audiences, 
incorporating knowledge of English grammar and 
mechanics, and the critical analysis of written 
work in terms of organization, clarity, and 
style. 

 
5) understands skills and strategies involved in 

listening for various purposes:  factual 
information, personal response, literary 
appreciation, critical analysis, and social 
interaction. 

 
6) understands skills and strategies involved in 

speaking to audiences for various purposes:  
information, persuasion, and entertainment. 
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7) understands the research process and study 
skills. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) demonstrates proficiency in the use of oral and 
written English. 

 
2) teaches the reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening processes. 
 
3) teaches using a diverse body of works, authors, 

and movements in U.S. and world literature, 
literature for children and young adults, and 
characteristic features of various literary 
genres. 

 
4) selects and uses a wide range of instructional 

resources and technologies to support reading, 
writing, and research. 
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Section 26.330  Curriculum:  Mathematics 
 
The competent elementary teacher demonstrates proficiency in the 
use of mathematics; understands, communicates, and connects the 
major concepts, procedures, and reasoning processes of 
mathematics, including number systems and number sense, 
geometry, measurement, statistics, probability, and algebra; and 
promotes all students' ability to apply, interpret, and 
construct mathematical thinking skills in a variety of 
situations. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands various approaches used (estimation, 

mental mathematics, manipulative modeling, 
numerical/geometric/algebraic pattern 
recognition, and technology) to analyze 
mathematical ideas, solve problems, and 
investigate real-world situations. 

 
2) understands approaches used (estimation, mental 

mathematics, manipulative modeling, 
numerical/geometric/algebraic pattern 
recognition, and technology) to interpret and 
communicate mathematical information, reasoning, 
concepts, applications, and procedures. 

 
3) understands concepts, skills, and procedures 

related to number (e.g., integers and natural, 
rational, and real numbers), number sense, and 
numeration and their use in real-world 
situations. 

 
4) understands concepts, skills, and procedures 

related to synthetic/analytical geometry and 
spatial relationships and their use in real-world 
situations. 

 
5) understands concepts, skills, and procedures 

related to algebraic relations/functions and 
their use in real-world situations. 
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6) understands concepts, skills, and procedures 
related to measurement and their use in real-
world situations. 

 
7) understands concepts, skills, and procedures 

related to statistics/data analysis and their use 
in real-world situations. 

 
8) understands concepts, skills, and procedures 

related to probability/expectations and their use 
in real-world situations. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) demonstrates proficiency in the use of 
mathematics. 

 
2) teaches major concepts, procedures, and reasoning 

processes related to number systems and number 
sense, geometry, measurement, statistics, 
probability, and algebra. 

 
3) selects and uses a wide range of manipulatives, 

instructional resources, and technologies to 
support the learning of mathematics. 
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Section 26.340  Curriculum:  Science 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands the 
interrelationships among science, technology, and society; 
understands the fundamental concepts of earth and space science, 
the life sciences, the physical sciences, and the environmental 
sciences; and uses strategies to engage all students in 
acquiring new knowledge through the use of scientific thinking 
and reasoning. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the interrelationships among science, 

technology, and society in historical and 
contemporary contexts. 

 
2) understands the fundamental concepts, principles, 

and interconnections of the life sciences, the 
physical sciences, the environmental sciences, 
and earth and space science and their use to 
interpret, analyze, and explain phenomena. 

 
3) understands principles and procedures, including 

safety practices, related to the design and 
implementation of scientific investigations and 
the application of inquiry skills and processes 
to develop explanations of natural phenomena. 

 
4) understands the use of scientific investigation 

and inquiry skills across the sciences to conduct 
experiments and solve problems. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) demonstrates and communicates the concepts, 
theories, and practices of science. 

 
2) demonstrates and uses strategies to engage 

students in acquiring new knowledge through the 
use of scientific thinking and reasoning. 
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3) selects and uses a wide range of instructional 
resources and technologies to support scientific 
learning. 
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Section 26.350  Curriculum:  Social Science 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands the 
interrelationships among the social sciences; uses concepts and 
modes of inquiry appropriate to history, geography, economics, 
political science, sociology, anthropology, psychology, and 
archaeology; and promotes all students' ability to make informed 
decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse, democratic 
society and interdependent world. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the rights and responsibilities of 

citizenship in the United States and the skills, 
knowledge, and attitudes necessary for successful 
participation in civic life. 

 
2) understands the interrelationships of economic 

and political principles, concepts, and systems 
and their relationship to historical and 
contemporary developments in Illinois, the United 
States, and the world. 

 
3) understands from multiple perspectives the 

significant eras, themes, developments, and 
turning points in the history of Illinois, the 
United States, and the world. 

 
4) understands the interrelationships between people 

and their environment. 
 
5) understands geographic concepts and phenomena and 

their impact on Illinois, the United States, and 
the world. 

 
6) understands concepts related to the structure and 

organization of human societies and processes of 
socialization and social interaction. 

 
7) understands the implications of cultural heritage 

and diversity, as well as cohesion, within and 
across groups. 
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b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) demonstrates proficiency in the principles of 

social science. 
 
2) uses history and modes of inquiry to make 

informed decisions. 
 
3) uses literature for children and young adults to 

support learning in the social sciences. 
 
4) uses social science processes, skills, and 

concepts (e.g., gathering, organizing, mapping, 
interpreting, and analyzing information). 

 
5) models and teaches the rights and 

responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic 
society. 

 
6) selects and uses a wide range of instructional 

resources and technologies to support learning in 
the social sciences. 
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Section 26.360  Curriculum:  Physical Development and Health 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands the comprehensive 
nature of students' physical, emotional, and social well-being; 
understands the role of human movement and physical activity as 
elements central to active, healthy lifestyles; and promotes all 
students' ability to develop and practice skills that contribute 
to good health and enhanced quality of life. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands concepts related to movement, sports, 

and team-building skills. 
 
2) understands the systems of the human body, 

physical fitness concepts and practices, and 
interrelationships between fitness and body 
systems. 

 
3) understands basic principles and practices of 

personal, interpersonal, and community health and 
safety. 

 
4) understands conflict resolution and its 

relationship to health and well-being. 
 

b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) uses communication and decision-making skills to 

promote personal, interpersonal, and community 
health and well-being. 

 
2) promotes and adapts skills that contribute to 

health and safety. 
 
3) provides opportunities for individual and team 

physical activities. 
 
4) models, teaches, and promotes conflict resolution 

and its relationship to health and well-being. 
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5) selects and uses a wide range of instructional 
resources and technologies to support physical 
development and health. 
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Section 26.370  Curriculum:  Fine Arts 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands the educational, 
communicative, and aesthetic value of dance, drama, music, and 
visual art and the role fine arts play in reflecting history and 
culture and promotes all students' ability to express themselves 
creatively. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands concepts, techniques, and materials 

of the visual arts; cultural dimensions of the 
visual arts; and interrelationships among the 
visual arts and the other art forms. 

 
2) understands concepts, techniques, and materials 

for producing, listening to, and responding to 
music; cultural dimensions of music; and 
interrelationships among music and the other art 
forms. 

 
3) understands concepts, techniques, and materials 

related to drama; cultural dimensions of drama; 
and interrelationships among drama and the other 
art forms. 

 
4) understands concepts, techniques, and materials 

related to dance; cultural dimensions of dance; 
and interrelationships among dance and the other 
art forms. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) promotes artistic development, appreciation, and 
performance. 

 
2) teaches the use of various tools, including 

technology, for creating, analyzing and 
performing works of art. 
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Section 26.380  Human Development and Learning 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands how individuals 
grow, develop, and learn and provides learning opportunities 
that support all students' cognitive, social, emotional, 
moral/ethical, and physical development. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands that physical, social, emotional, 

moral/ethical, cognitive, and linguistic 
development influences learning and uses this 
understanding when planning curriculum, 
delivering instruction, and constructing 
assessment. 

 
2) understands human and cognitive development, 

learning theories, and the ranges of individual 
variation within each developmental domain. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) assesses individual and group performance in 
relation to cognitive, social, emotional, moral/ 
ethical, and physical development. 

 
2) recognizes and respects differences among 

students and designs instruction so all students 
can learn. 
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Section 26.390  Diversity 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands how students differ 
in their approaches to learning and creates instructional 
opportunities that are adapted to diverse learners. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands characteristics of gifted and 

talented students and the characteristics of 
students with various disabilities. 

 
2) understands the process of second-language 

acquisition and strategies that support the 
learning of students whose first language is not 
English. 

 
3) understands how students' learning is influenced 

by individual experiences, talents, and prior 
learning as well as language, culture, family, 
and community values. 

 
4) understands and identifies differences in 

approaches to learning and performance, including 
different learning styles, multiple 
intelligences, and performance modes. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) facilitates a learning community in which 
individual differences and cultural diversity are 
respected. 

 
2) makes appropriate provisions (in terms of time 

and circumstances for work, tasks assigned, 
communication, and response modes) for all 
students. 

 
3) uses information about students' families, 

cultures, and communities as a basis for 
connecting instruction to students' experiences. 

 23 ILLINOIS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CH. I, S. 26.390 



 
 SUBTITLE A SUBCHAPTER b 
 
 

4) uses cultural diversity and individual student 
experiences to enrich instruction. 

 
5) uses a wide range of instructional strategies and 

technologies to meet diverse student needs. 
 
6) identifies and makes use of appropriate services 

or resources to assist students with exceptional 
learning needs. 
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Section 26.400  Planning for Instruction 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands instructional 
planning and designs instruction based upon knowledge of the 
discipline, students, community, and curriculum goals. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the Illinois Learning Standards (see 

23 Ill. Adm. Code 1.Appendix D), content 
knowledge, learning theories, and student needs, 
including IEPs. 

 
2) understands how to develop flexible short- and 

long-range plans consistent with curriculum 
goals, learners’ diversity, and learning 
theories. 

 
3) understands how to integrate career awareness 

into the curriculum. 
 
4) understands how students’ individualized 

education programs (IEPs) relate to the 
instruction they receive. 

 
5) understands how to evaluate and integrate 

technologies, including assistive technology, 
into classroom instruction. 

 
6) understands how to use various technological 

tools to locate and manage information. 
 

b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) establishes goals and selects learning materials 

based on the Illinois Learning Standards, content 
knowledge, learning theories, and students’ 
needs, including IEPs. 
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2) creates flexible short-range and long-term plans 
based on elementary-level scope and sequence when 
planning curriculum and instruction. 

 
3) creates learning activities to allow for 

variation in students’ learning styles and 
performance modes. 

 
4) incorporates experiences into instructional 

practices that relate to the students' life 
experiences and to future career and work 
experiences. 

 
5) creates approaches to learning that are 

interdisciplinary and that integrate multiple 
content areas. 

 
6) selects and uses a wide range of instructional 

resources and technologies. 
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Section 26.410  Learning Environment 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands individual/group 
motivation and behavior and uses that understanding to create a 
learning environment that encourages positive social 
interaction, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands principles of and strategies for 

effective classroom management. 
 
2) understands how individuals influence groups, how 

groups influence individuals, and how groups 
function in society. 

 
3) understands how to help students work 

cooperatively and productively in groups. 
 
4) understands factors that influence motivation and 

engagement and how to help students become self-
motivated. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) creates a learning community in which students 
take responsibility for themselves and others, 
participate in decision-making, and work 
independently and in cooperative learning groups. 

 
2) promotes social relationships, students’ 

motivation and engagement in productive work 
through mutual respect, and support for one 
another. 

 
3) organizes, allocates, and manages time, 

materials, and physical space to provide active 
and equitable engagement of students in 
productive tasks. 
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Section 26.420  Instructional Delivery 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands and uses a variety 
of instructional strategies to encourage all students' 
development of critical thinking, problem-solving, and 
performance skills. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands cognitive processes associated with 

various kinds of learning. 
 
2) understands principles and techniques associated 

with various instructional strategies. 
 
3) understands how to enhance learning through the 

use of a wide variety of materials and resources. 
 
4) understands the disciplinary and 

interdisciplinary approaches to learning and how 
they relate to life and career experiences. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) uses multiple teaching and learning strategies 
and varied resources to promote the development 
of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 
2) monitors and adjusts strategies in response to 

learners’ feedback. 
 
3) varies his or her role in the instructional 

process as instructor, facilitator, coach, or 
audience in relation to the content and purposes 
of instruction and the needs of students. 

 
4) uses a variety of clear, accurate presentations 

and representations of concepts; uses alternative 
explanations; and presents diverse perspectives. 
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5) presents curriculum that demonstrates an 
interconnection among subject areas that will 
reflect life and career experiences. 

 
6) selects and uses a wide range of instructional 

resources and technologies to support learning. 
 



 
 23 ILLINOIS ADMINISTRATIVE CODE CH. I, S. 26.430 
 SUBTITLE A SUBCHAPTER b 
 
 
Section 26.430  Communication 
 
The competent elementary teacher uses knowledge of effective 
written, verbal, nonverbal, and visual communication techniques 
to foster active inquiry, collaboration, and supportive 
interaction. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands communication theory, language 

development, and the role of language in 
learning. 

 
2) understands how individual, cultural, linguistic, 

and gender differences can affect communication 
in the classroom. 

 
3) understands the social, intellectual, and 

political implications of language use. 
 
4) understands the importance of audience and 

purpose when communicating ideas. 
 

b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) models accurate, effective modes of communication 

and uses a variety of communication tools, 
including technology. 

 
2) uses effective questioning techniques and 

stimulates discussion in different ways for 
specific instructional purposes. 

 
3) creates varied opportunities for all students to 

use effective written, verbal, nonverbal, and 
visual communication. 

 
4) communicates with all students in a supportive 

manner. 
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5) practices effective listening, conflict-
resolution, and group-facilitation skills as a 
team member. 
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Section 26.440  Assessment 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands and uses various 
formal and informal assessment strategies to support the 
learning of all students. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands assessment as a means of evaluating 

how students learn; what they know and are able 
to do in relation to national, State, and local 
standards; and what kinds of experiences will 
support students' future growth and development. 

 
2) understands the purposes, characteristics, and 

limitations of different kinds of assessments. 
 
3) understands measurement theory and assessment-

related issues such as validity, reliability, 
bias, and scoring. 

 
4) understands how to select, construct, and use 

assessment and evaluation strategies and 
instruments for diagnosis and prescription for 
the learner. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) uses assessment results to diagnose students’ 
learning, develop a student profile, align and 
modify instruction, and design teaching 
strategies. 

 
2) develops and uses a variety of formal and 

informal assessments to evaluate the progress and 
performance of students. 

 
3) involves students in self-assessment, reflection, 

and goal-setting. 
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4) maintains useful, accurate, and ethical records 
of students’ work and performance and 
communicates regarding students’ progress 
knowledgeably and responsibly to students, 
parents, school, and community. 

 
5) selects and uses appropriate instructional 

resources and technologies to monitor and assess 
students’ progress. 
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Section 26.450  Collaborative Relationships 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands the role of the 
community in education and develops and maintains collaborative 
relationships with colleagues, parents/family, and the community 
to promote the cognitive, social, emotional, moral/ethical, and 
physical growth of all learners. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands schools as organizations within the 

larger community context. 
 
2) understands the benefits of, barriers to, and 

techniques for working collaboratively with 
parents/family, community, colleagues, 
specialists, support personnel, and 
administrators. 

 
3) understands school- and work-based learning 

environments and the need for collaboration with 
business organizations in the community. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) initiates and creates situations for 
collaborative decision-making and problem-solving 
with parents/family and other professionals, 
including colleagues, specialists, and support 
personnel, to facilitate students’ progress and 
advocate for students' needs. 

 
2) develops relationships with parents/family and 

other community professionals in a professional 
manner that is fair and equitable in order to 
acquire an understanding of the students' lives 
outside of the school. 

 
3) works effectively with parents/family and other 

members of the community from diverse homes and 
community situations. 
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4) identifies and uses community resources to 
enhance students’ learning and to provide 
opportunities for students to explore career 
opportunities. 
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Section 26.460  Reflection and Professional Growth 
 
The competent elementary teacher is a reflective practitioner 
who continually evaluates how choices and actions affect 
students, parents, and other professionals in the learning 
community and actively seeks opportunities to grow 
professionally. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands that reflection is an integral part 

of professional growth and improvement of 
instruction. 

 
2) understands methods of inquiry that provide for a 

variety of self-assessment and problem-solving 
strategies. 

 
3) understands major resources for professional 

development, including professional literature, 
professional associations, professional 
development opportunities, and procedures for 
action-based research. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) uses classroom observation, information about 
students, pedagogical knowledge, and research as 
sources for active reflection, evaluation, and 
revision of practice. 

 
2) collaborates with other professionals as 

resources for problem-solving, generating new 
ideas, sharing experiences, and seeking and 
giving feedback. 

 
3) participates in continuous learning to support  

his or her own development. 
 
4) applies knowledge of current research related to 

national, State, and local guidelines/standards. 
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Section 26.470  Professional Conduct and Leadership 
 
The competent elementary teacher understands education as a 
profession, maintains standards of professional conduct, serves 
as a positive role model, and provides leadership to improve 
students’ learning and well-being. 
 

a) Knowledge Indicators – The competent elementary 
teacher: 

 
1) understands the unique characteristics of 

education as a profession and the ethical 
considerations that apply to educators. 

 
2) understands how school systems are organized and 

operate. 
 
3) understands school policies and procedures. 
 
4) understands legal issues in education. 
 
5) understands the importance of active 

participation and leadership in professional 
organizations. 

 
b) Performance Indicators – The competent elementary 

teacher: 
 

1) contributes knowledge and expertise about 
teaching and learning to the profession. 

 
2) acts in accordance with current legal directives. 
 
3) follows school policy and procedures, respecting 

the boundaries of professional responsibilities, 
when working with students, colleagues, and 
families. 

 
4) initiates and develops educational projects and 

programs. 
 
5) participates actively in curriculum development, 

staff development, and student organizations. 
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6) participates, as appropriate, in policy design 
and development at the local level, with 
professional organizations, and/or with community 
organizations. 

 


